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What is Online Education?

• Online/Distance education is becoming harder to define 
rather than easier, even though the Higher Learning 
Commission and Sloan Consortium have attempted to 
define it.

• Face to face courses are now becoming more ”blended” 
than ever before. 

• Regardless of online delivery type, accreditors are 
expecting that institutions have established appropriate 
methods and ensure student and teacher interaction.

• Multimedia communication, interactives software and 
simulations are changing student expectations with 
regard to interaction with faculty and course material.
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Infrastructure Needs

• Student Services
• Financial Aid
• Faculty Salaries
• Academics
• Technology costs (generally by scale and 

student population)
• Free is not free
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Higher Learning Commission 
Guidelines for Evaluating Distance 

Education
• On-line learning is appropriate to the institution’s mission 

and purposes.
• The institution's plans for developing, sustaining and, if 

appropriate, expanding on-line learning offerings are 
integrated into its regular planning and evaluation 
processes.

• On-line learning is incorporated into the institution’s 
systems of governance and academic oversight.

• Curricula for the institution's on-line learning offerings are 
coherent, cohesive, and comparable in

• academic rigor to programs offered in traditional 
instructional formats.
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• The institution evaluates the effectiveness of its on-line 
learning offerings, including the extent to which the on-line 
learning goals are achieved, and uses the results of its 
evaluations to enhance the attainment of the goals.

• Faculty responsible for delivering the on-line learning 
curricula and evaluating the students’ success in achieving 
the on-line learning goals are appropriately qualified and 
effectively supported.

• The institution provides effective student and academic 
services to support students enrolled in online learning 
offerings.
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• The institution provides sufficient resources to support and, 
if appropriate, expand its on-line learning offerings.

• The institution assures the integrity of its on-line learning 
offerings.
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Course Development

• Different Models of Course development
• Instructional Designers
• Faculty expertise and experience
• Instructional Design teams or “job shops”
• Commercial Learning Management Systems 

(eCollege Model)
• Considerations for Universal Access
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BlackBoard Exemplary Course

• HPER 208
• Recognized by BlackBoard as an exemplary 

course.
• The only course that we know of in ND to 

receive this global award.
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THANK YOU!
WWW.VCSU.EDU




