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Al/AN adult dental patients suffer 
disproportionately from untreated 

dental caries, with twice the 
prevalence of untreated caries as the 

general U.S. population and more than 
any other racial/ethnic group. * 

Our treaties promise better 
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Spirit Lake Pediatric Dental Day 
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Dental Therapists: A Definition 

Primary oral health care 
professionals 

• Basic clinical dental treatment 
and preventive services 

• Multidisciplinary team 
members 

• Advocate for the needs of 
clients 

• Refer for services beyond the 
scope of the dental 
therapist's practice.* 

*SASKATCHEWAN DENTAL THERAPISTS ASSOCIATION 
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PHAT Scope of Practice 
2 year educational program 

Diagnosis and Treatment 
Planning, Prevention, 
Basic Hygiene, 
Radiographs, 
Infection Control, 
Restorative, 
Pediatric, 
Urgent Care, 
Extractions, 
Community Projects, 
Clinic Management, 
Equipment Repair and 
Maintenance, 
Referral Process 
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• All ages 
• General Supervision 
• Part of a team of dental 

and medical providers 
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"A Review of the Global Literature on 
Dental Therapists"* 

Dental Therapists: 
• Decrease cost of care 
• Improve access to care 
• Provide care safely 
• Public values the role of dental 

therapists 
• Traditionally 2 years education 

http://www. wkkf .o rg/ news-and-media/ a rticle/2012/04/ nash-re po rt-is-evide nee-that-de nta I-the rapists-expand-access 
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Research Triangle Institute 
Clinical Evaluation* 

DHAT provide: 

• Competent, safe 
and appropriate 
care 

• High patient 
satisfaction 

• Well accepted in 
AK tribal villages 

\....__/ 
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Patient visits 

Each DHAT team on average, 
provides care to 830 patients 
during approximately 1200 
patient encounters (or visits) 
each year. 

• preventive 

700 visits 

• restorative/acute 

500 visits 
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Improved Access, Improved Care 

• 40,000 people in rural 
AK now have direct 
access to care 

• Living and working in 
communities 

• Continuity of care 

• Higher level of care 

• Better health 
outcomes 
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DHAT do more than just fill teeth 

• 31 working in over 80 

villages 

• State saves $40,000 

in avoided travel per 
DHAT 

• Roll models 

• Culturally competent 
• Rural jobs 

Trisha Patton, DHAT student, taking x-rays 

8/2/2016 

11 

rtallman
Rectangle



( ( 

.....
. 

N
 

0
0

 -N -N 0 .....
. 

en
 

rtallman
Rectangle



.. ( ( ( 

rtallman
Rectangle




