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Canadian Dams
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The 1989 International Agreement
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Who Regulates Lake Darling?
Lake Darling

Runoff Conditions Required to Trigger the International Agreement

Best Estimate for the Maximum 30-day 
Volume at “Sherwood Crossing 
(unregulated)”  OR

≥ 216 110 dam3

(175,200 acre-ft)

Best Estimate of the “Local Runoff” 
Maximum 30-day Volume at Sherwood 
Crossing

≥ 37 000 dam3 

(30,000 acre-ft)

Flood operation will cease when flood volumes have been discharged from all 
reservoirs and streamflows are at or below 500 cfs at Minot 4NW
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Fall Drawdowns

 The three reservoirs with flood control storage 
are drawn down by Feb 1 each year regardless 
of basin conditions.
►Rafferty – 1 meter

►Alameda – 1 meter

►Lake Darling – 1 foot
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Winter – How Much Snow?
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Spring Forecasts

= flood triggers             = sets drawdown elevations
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Late Winter/Early Spring Drawdown

 All reservoirs are targeted to reach their determined drawdown 
elevations prior to spring runoff

 Canadian Reservoirs are limited to differing maximum 
controlled flows at Sherwood Crossing and Lake Darling 
reservoir is limited to differing maximum controlled flows at 
Minot 4NW.

 Lake Darling’s target will always be greater than the Canadian 
Reservoirs’ target.
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What Can We Do?
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Questions?
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Flood Control Storage
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*in acre-ft




