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• Eric Spilde, North American Controller for Bobcat Company and Doosan. 

• Many of you are familiar with Bobcat and our history in North Dakota: 

o We've been doing business here for more than 50 years. 

o We employ more than 2,300 in North Dakota. 

o We are headquartered in West Fargo, and we have three other North Dakota 

facilities in Bismarck, Wahpeton, and Gwinner - Gwinner is our original home, 

and it is still our primary manufacturing plant, sending Bobcat products all over 

the world . 

o Bobcat is indeed a global company; we have 900 dealers in more than 100 

countries, and many of the Bobcat products sold around the world come from our 

Gwinner factory. 

• Some of you are probably less familiar with Doosan , our parent company based in South 

Korea. 

o Doosan acquired Bobcat almost nine years ago. 

o Doosan also has a rich history in producing construction and industrial 

equipment. 

• While the Doosan brand is relatively new to the North American market, 

we have increased our market presence since the acquisition 

o Since then , Doosan has been an exceptional state and community citizen ; both 

Bobcat Company and Doosan are extremely active with STEM education in 

North Dakota, and general commun ity giving. 

• Doosan executives make frequent visits to North Dakota, particularly to 

celebrate Bobcat and Doosan involvement in various activities that 

benefit North Dakota and our educational institutions. 

• From all of this background , we think you'll agree that Bobcat Company and Doosan 

have deep interests around the world , but we also have strong ties and commitments to 

North Dakota. 
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o The global market for machines and attachments we produce is incredibly 

competitive. 

• We have been successful, but we've always worked to ensure our 

production and distribution is as cost-efficient as possible, so we can 

continue exporting machines around the world at a competitive price. 

• When we are successful in doing that, we can continue to invest back in 

North Dakota - in people and jobs, in some of the finest facilities in the 

industry, in better manufacturing technology, and in programs that 

benefit North Dakota and its people long-term. 

• Which brings us to the proposed natural gas pipeline, and why Bobcat Company and 

Doosan support it: 

o We currently do not have a natural gas delivery option for our primary production 

facility in Gwinner - where in 2015 we utilized nearly 2 million gallons of 

propane 

• This translates to more than 189 thousand dekatherms of natural gas for 

manufacturing processes and facility heating , not including propane for 

forklifts used throughout the facility. 

o Currently, all fuel is carried over the road to our facilities; whereas a direct line 

would alleviate transportation costs as well. 

o Any savings to Bobcat and Doosan through a natural gas delivery alternative 

could be reinvested into the company and the communities where we do 

business, resulting in positive economic impact. 

• Certainty of supply of natural gas via a pipeline is simply better than sourcing other fuels 

like propane via truck and local storage. 

o Past propane supply disruptions have affected many in the region in supply and 

price 

o This natural gas pieeline would create a more reliable supply structure and help 

alleviate future disruptions. 

• While the enhanced natural gas alternative would help Bobcat Company and Doosan 

specifically, other businesses and manufacturers in the area could benefit as well. 
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o We all need to be remain price-competitive to be successful. 

• There is also a sustainability factor. 

o This pipeline and its delivery of natural gas throughout the state could help 

reduce flaring and maximize natural gas currently being accessed. 

• And, we want to see help for communities that are currently underserved. 

o We want as many citizens as possible to benefit from economic growth in North 

Dakota and natural resources the region provides. 

• Opponents to this pipeline may look past the sustainability elements, and even the fact 

that we have many North Dakota communities currently underserved with a propane 

solution. 

o We believe in those needs, but we'd also like to again underline the importance 

to us - and to other manufacturers in the state who provide a strong workforce 

and reinvest a great deal in North Dakota: 

• To compete in the global market, we must be price-competitive. 

• We believe a natural gas solution for us would be most cost-efficient in 

the long-run , enabling us to continue to be price-competitive globally. 

• It would also be most reliable. 

• We want to continue to be successful here, and we believe we can grow. 

Thank you. 

• Bobcat Company and Doosan are investing a great deal in people, 

facilities, technologies, and education in the state, and we want to 

continue doing that. 

• So we are fully in support of a natural gas pipeline solution - it is a clear 

way we can realize efficiencies in manufacturing and production, and to 

remain price competitive around the world . 

• We are certain this would be the same for other major 

manufacturers in the state. 
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