APPENDIXY

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE WATER TOPICS COMMITTEE
By Gary Thompson

Chairman of the Red River Joint Water Resource Board

Mr. Chairman and Committee members, my name is Gary Thompson and | am the Chairman of the
Red River Joint Water Resource Board with a home base in Hillsboro ND. For those who are not familiar
with the joint board, we are a funding mechanism for water retention/detention to our member
counties. The county members are Richland, Ransom, Sargent, Cass, Barnes, Traill, Steele, Grand Forks,
Nelson, Walsh and Pembina. Each member county elects to budget up to 2 mills to the Red River Joint
Board for projects that are eligible for funding. The projects that are constructed are projects that are
voted on by the local benefactors. If the vote is positive, then the project moves forward. There are
many procedures that follow before construction can take place. One of which is deciding a price for the
land to be used for the project. The Board then gives the final decision on what the dollar amount will
be within reason for what the land is appraised at, and most likely would be more than the appraised
amount. If one or more land owners want more than the amount agreed upon, then Boards will do
everything in its power to come to an agreement. if agreements can’t be made, then the Board has no
alternative but to go to quick take. This is a process that Boards DO NOT want to go through, but it is
also necessary to protect the majority vote of the people to move ahead with the project. | explain this
because it tells us that this isn’t about the Water Boards having the power of quick take, rather it is all
about the project its self. If Boards do not have quick take ability, the process of negotiations could go
on for a couple of years. This could make the contingency funds that are voted on within the project too
high, and could end the project. This would be unfair to the positive voted project. Another words, one
land owner could conceivably stop a project that has the vote of the simple majority. Quick Take is a tool
in our tool box we need to protect the projects that would prevent unreasonable landowners from
holding the projects hostage.

I represent a group of people that understand the absolute need to protect the power of the
majority vote. The Water Boards have the power in statute for quick take, but let me say again, if Water
Boards do not have the power of quick take, they have no power to protect the project either.

As a representative of the Red River Joint Board, | thank you very much for allowing me to come
before you today.
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