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NDIC – DMR Oil and Gas Division  

Focused on Underground Gathering 
Pipelines 

Pipelines designed or intended to transfer 
crude oil, gas, or produced water from a 
production facility for disposal, storage, 
or sale purposes. 

 

Program Goal: Improve underground gathering 
pipeline safety and integrity; Safe transportation 
of fluids. 
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Estimate 12,700 miles pre August 2011 
 + 4,900 miles August 2011-December 2013 
 + 2,650 miles per year 2014-2020 (=17920 miles) 
 = 36,000 miles (circumference around the world at the equator is about 24,902 miles) 

11,171 miles within OGD database 
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Blueprints – Modeling the Pipeline Program 
after other Oil and Gas Division regulatory 
programs. 

Program Goal: Model the pipeline program after 
NDIC’s current approach to oil and gas 
regulation. Make it an outgrowth of our approach 
to regulation, enforcement, and inspection. 
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Structure – Regulations 
• 2013-2014 Rulemaking 
     (amendments to  NDAC 43-02-03-29) 
• Current 2016 Rulemaking 
     (amending existing rule)  

o Rule and regulations act as the 
external frame or structure of the 
building. 

Foundation – HB 1333 (created section 38-08-26) 
         HB 1358 (created section 38-08-27) 
         EERC Study 



NDIC – DMR Oil and Gas Division  

Facade – Influenced by the statutes and 
regulations (i.e. the facades designed based on 
the building’s structure and foundation). 

The Statutes and Regulations will control the regulatory interpretation, 
future policies and guidelines, enforcement, and inspection protocol. 
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Program Goal: Near-term goal is to develop 
amendments to existing rules and create new regulations 
that are necessary, cost-effective, feasible. 
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Pipeline 
Rules 

Industry 
Standards 

EERC Study 

Oil and Gas 
Division 

Regulatory 
expertise 

Other States, 
Canadian 
Provinces, 

PSC 

Legislation : 
2013 – HB 1333 
2015 – HB 1358 

 

CFR and 
PHMSA 
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Bonding 
Prior Notification 

• All new construction 
• Prior to pressure testing 
• Before any repair or replacement 

Installation 
• Properly trained construction crews in all manufacturer-prescribed installation procedures. 
• Proper handling, backfilling, and minimum cover depth. 
• HDD – environmentally sensitive areas 

Right-of-way Reclamation 
Third-Party Independent Inspectors 

• Responsible for ensuring the pipeline is installed as prescribed by the manufactures 
specifications are precisely followed. 

Above ground associated facilities 
Leak Detection and Monitoring 
Spill Response 
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• February 16, 2016 – Propose Rules to the Industrial Commission request approval to 
proceed with rulemaking. 

 
• Public Hearing – TBD 
 
• Comment period – TBD 
 
• Administrative Rule adoption process is approximately a 8-10 month process. 
 
• Pipeline rules to become effective January 1, 2017. 

 
In the Meantime…. 

•  Hiring Pipeline Staff 
   Field Inspectors and Database Administrator 

• Developing a Pipeline Program Data Management System. 
• Make our presences known. 
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2 

4 

2 

2 

Total Pipeline Program staff = 10 full time employees 
Pipeline Inspectors = 6 Engineering Technicians – Field Inspectors 

Bismarck Office: Program Supervisor, 
Adm. Assistant, GIS, and Database 
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1) Improve underground gathering pipeline safety and integrity; Safe transportation of fluids. 
 
2) Near-term goal is to develop amendments to existing rules and create new regulations that are 

necessary, cost-effective, feasible. 
 

o Which will in-turn influence the programs long-term goals. 
 

3) Model the pipeline program after NDIC’s current approach to oil and gas regulation. Make it an 
outgrowth of our approach to regulation, enforcement, and inspection. 

 
o I am looking for what translates from what we are already doing and have been doing for 

some time versus what needs to be created. 
 (e.g. database module, inspection philosophy) 
 
4) MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 
o Reduce the number of small spills and try to eliminate the large spills through proper 

installation, monitoring and leak detection, and effective spill response. 
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Gathering 

Transportation 

Operation 

Operating Conditions 

Maintenance 

Corrosion Control 

Monitoring 

Leak Detection 

Data Sharing 

Spill Reporting 

Pipeline Repair 

Failure Analysis 

Spill Response 

Regulation 

Best Practices 

Industry Standards 

Design 

Material Selection 

Construction 

Installation 

Inspection 

Abandonment 

Safety 

Spill 
Prevention Integrity 

Performance 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14



