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North Dakota’s Assessment 
• A Better Test for Today’s Students  

Smarter Balanced replaces each state’s end-of-year 
standardized tests, and the results from this first operational 
year set a new baseline for student achievement. 
 

• Measures Critical Thinking 
Students need to think critically and know how to problem 
solve to be successful in their choice of college and career. 
Smarter Balanced, unlike previous tests, requires students to 
write, think critically, and uses evidence to support why they 
gave a certain answer.  
 

• Designed for All Students 
Smarter Balanced offers the broadest array of accessibility 
features ever offered in a statewide assessment—such as 
Braille and glossaries provided in 10 languages—allowing all 
students to demonstrate what they know and can do.  
 

 



• Engaging and Interactive 
Students live in a world filled with technology. Unlike the 
bubble tests of the past, Smarter Balanced is administered 
online. Smarter Balanced uses computer adaptive 
technology to customize the test for each student.  
 

• Endorsed by Higher Education 
More than 200 colleges and universities across the country 
have agreed to use students’ scores from the Smarter 
Balanced high school test as part of college placement.  
 

• Created by Educators 
More than 4,700 educators have contributed to the 
development and continuous improvement of Smarter 
Balanced as a resource to improve teaching and learning. 
Educators use Smarter Balanced as a tool to help students 
meet their academic goals. 

North Dakota’s Assessment 



Smarter Balanced is Led by States 



What is Smarter Balanced? 
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• A consortium of states working together 
and making decisions about improving 
teaching and learning; and 

• A public agency -- Hosted by University of 
California, Los Angeles 

• Makes available a consistent test design, 
items and technology.   

• States procure a provider for delivering, 
scoring, and reporting the test. 



Smarter Balanced is a System 



A Balanced Assessment System 
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Measuring Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving Skills   



Grade 4 Example: The Old Way 

9 

Multiply 1 ½ by 10.  Identify the correct answer below: 
 
A. 10 
B. 20 
C. 14 
D. 15 
E. None of the above 



Grade 4 Example: Two Content Standards 
and One Practice Standard 
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This approach allows students to 
communicate reasoning in a variety of ways 
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Smarter Balanced: Unmatched 
Quality for Students  



National Studies Extoll 
 Smarter Balanced Quality   

• National Network of State Teachers of the 
Year evaluated Smarter Balanced. 
 

• Nation’s best teachers say the test 
measures critical thinking, not just test 
taking skills. 
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What Teachers Said  

“Smarter Balanced is challenging, but it should 
be,” said Kristie Martorelli, the 2012 Arizona 
Teacher of the Year, and one of the reviewers on 
the Smarter Balanced panel. “It allows us to be 
honest about a student’s progress and have a 
better picture of his or her performance. That’s a 
better conversation starter for teachers and 
parents to determine the right path forward so 
each child can succeed.” 
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Results of Alignment Evaluation 
from the Thomas B. Fordham Institute and the  

Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) 

• Smarter Balanced, Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers (PARCC),  Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS), ACT-Aspire 

• Evaluated English language arts and Math in grades 5, 8, and 
high school 

• Each assessment was evaluated for “content” and “depth,” 
with ratings ranging from “Excellent match,” “Good match,” 
“Limited/uneven match,” to “Weak match” or “Not enough 
information.” 

• Smarter Balanced high school tests were the highest 
rated high school tests in the study.  
 



Results of Alignment Evaluation 
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2014-15 Administration 



Historic Achievement 

• First time states have collaborated to 
deploy an assessment of this magnitude 

• First large scale adaptive assessment to 
include hand-score items and 
performance tasks 

• First time most of the vendors worked 
together to pool their talent 

• The assessment with the greatest number 
of supports for students 

• Millions of students will took the test in 
2015 

• First comprehensive information about 
college and career ready standards 
 



Open Source Technology 

• Designed based on core technology that 
has been used operationally. 

• Software was built and modified over the 
course of 4 years and was delivered late. 

• Makes available technology that was 
previously only proprietary. 

• In the long term, gives states the 
opportunity to administer their assessment 
without requiring students and teachers to 
learn new systems. 

• Is governed by states.  States are in 
charge of enhancements. 
 



Challenges  
• Some students and teachers were 

frustrated. 
 

• About 88% of students were able to 
complete their entire tests.  About 10% 
were able to complete most of their test.  
 

• Conducting a systemic evaluation of the 
data to ensure it provides meaningful 
information about what students know and 
can do. 
 

• Changes in place to improve the system. 
 

 



Questions? 
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