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Good morning Chairman Lee and members of the Health Services Interim Committee. 
My name is Kirby Kruger, and I am the Section Chief for the Medical Services Section of 
the North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH). The Medical Services Section 
consists of the Office of the Forensic Examiner (OFE) and the Division of Disease 
Control. I am here today to provide information regarding county coroners by occupation, 
and an update on the activities of the work group assembled to provide input on autopsies 
and death investigations.  
 
County Coroners and their Occupations by County and Region 
 
Attachment 1 is a spread sheet with two pages.  The spread sheet lists the occupations of 
coroners for each county.  The first page covers the 32 western counties served by the 
NDDoH in Bismarck, and the second page lists the 21 eastern counties served by the 
University of North Dakota’s Department of Pathology (UND) in Grand Forks.  Table 1 
shows the breakdown by region of the number of coroners by specified occupation.  
Attachment 2 is a map of North Dakota that is color coded to show the coroners’ 
occupation by county.  A boundary between the two regions has been inserted into the 
map, for your reference. 
 
Table 1.  County Coroners by Occupation in North Dakota, as of December, 2015 

Occupation of 
County Coroner 

Number of Counties 
in the Western 

Region 

Number of Counties 
in the Eastern 

Region 

North 
Dakota 
Total 

Sheriff/Police Officer 13 5 18 
Medical Doctor 10 12 22 
Funeral Home Director 6 3 9 
EMT 1 1 2 
Nurse 1 0 1 
Other (Rancher) 1 0 1 
 
Autopsy Work Group 
 
The autopsy work group last met on October 22, 2015.  This group is scheduled to meet 
again on January 8, 2016. 
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Attachment 1

County Position First Name Last Name Job Title PO Box Street Address City State Zip (+4) E‐Mail Office Phone
Adams Coroner Brian Willoughby M.D. 1100 Hwy 12 Hettinger ND 58639‐7533 701‐567‐6104
Billings Coroner Dennis Wolf M.D. 33 9th St W Dickinson ND 58601‐3950 701‐483‐6017

Bottineau Coroner Michael Nero FH Director 402 Sinclair St Bottineau ND 58318‐1223 701‐228‐2286
Bowman Coroner Trevor Kulseth FH Director 301 S Main St Bowman ND 58623‐4018 701‐523‐3290
Burke Coroner Jeremy Grohs Sheriff PO Box 250 Bowbells ND 58721‐0250 jrgrohs@nd.gov 701‐377‐2311
Burleigh Coroner Boyd Addy M.D. 7022 Willow Road N Mandan ND 58554 701‐222‐6651
Dickey Coroner Perry Hoven FH Director 300 1st St S Ellendale ND 58436‐7165 701‐349‐3233
Divide Coroner Lauren Throntveit Sheriff PO Box 275 Crosby ND 58730‐0275 lthrontveit@nd.gov 701‐965‐6461
Dunn Coroner Kirk Roll LPN PO Box 36 38 2nd Ave NE Dunn Center ND 58626‐0036 kirk.roll@dunncountynd.org 701‐764‐5682

Emmons Coroner Lacie Brueckner FH Director 203 SE 2nd Street Linton ND 58552‐7604 myersfh@bektel.com 701‐254‐5350
Golden ValleyCoroner John Foster FH Director PO Box 488 Beach ND 58621‐0488 silha@midstate.net 701‐872‐3232

Grant Coroner John Foss Sheriff 106 2nd Ave NE Carson ND 58529 jrfoss@nd.gov 701‐622‐3331
Hettinger Coroner Sarah Warner Sheriff PO Box 157 Mott ND 58646‐0157 swarner@nd.gov 701‐824‐2935
Kidder Coroner David Feland C.O.P. Steele 103 Broadway W Steele ND 58482‐7110 steelepd@cji.net 701‐475‐2133

LaMoure Coroner Robert Fernandes Sheriff PO Box 97 LaMoure ND 58458‐0097 bob.fernandes@co.lamoure.nd.us 701‐883‐6038
Logan Coroner Andrew Bartholomaus Sheriff PO Box 5 Napoleon ND 58561‐0005 abartholomaus@nd.gov 701‐754‐2495

McHenry Coroner Charles Nyhus M.D. 922 Lincoln Ave Harvey ND 58341‐1524 701‐324‐4856
McIntosh Coroner Laurie Heupel Sheriff PO Box 26 Ashley ND 58413‐0026 lspitzer@nd.gov 701‐288‐3724
McKenzie Coroner Calvin Parrish Rancher 2492 Beaver Creek Rd Watford City ND 58854‐9524 701‐770‐4522
McLean Coroner Ben Gehring FH Director PO Box 699 Garrison ND 58540‐0699 701‐463‐2200
Mercer Coroner Dean  Denzeisen Sheriff PO Box 39 Stanton ND 58571 701‐745‐3333
Morton Coroner Boyd Addy M.D. 7022 Willow Road N Mandan ND 58554 701‐667‐1000
Mountrail Coroner Kenneth Halvorson Sheriff PO Box 309 Stanley ND 58784‐0309 kenh@co.mountrail.nd.us 701‐628‐2975
Oliver Coroner Thomas Kaspari M.D. 1312 Hwy 49 N Beulah ND 58523‐6038 701‐873‐4445
Renville Coroner David Stark EMT PO Box 67 Tolley ND 58787‐0067
Sheridan Coroner Trent Naser Sheriff PO Box 410 McClusky ND 58463‐0410 tnaser@nd.gov 701‐363‐2200
Sioux Coroner Frank Landeis Sheriff PO Box L Fort Yates ND 58538‐0529 flandeis@nd.gov 701‐854‐3481
Slope Coroner Pat Lorge Sheriff PO Box 485 Amidon ND 58620‐0485 plorge@nd.gov 701‐879‐6271
Stark Coroner Dennis Wolf M.D. 33 9th St W Dickinson ND 58601‐3950 701‐483‐6017

Stutsman Coroner Larry Johnson M.D. 300 2nd Ave NE Jamestown ND 58401‐3373 701‐251‐6000
Ward Coroner Stephen Stripe M.D. 1201 11th Ave SW Minot ND 58701‐4207 701‐858‐6755

Williams Coroner Franklin McCoy M.D. 1301 15th Ave W Williston ND 58801‐3821 701‐774‐7400

BISMARCK OFFICE JURISDICTION

Charles Nyhus M.D. Does Coroner Duties for McHenry and Wells Counties

Boyd Addy M.D. Does Coroner Duties for Burleigh and Morton Counties

Dennis Wolf M.D. Does Coroner Duties for Stark and Billings Counties



County Position First Name Last Name Job Title PO Box Street Address City State Zip (+4) E‐Mail Office Phone
Barnes Coroner Dave Hochhalter M.D. 520 Chautauqua Blvd Valley City ND 58072‐3145 701‐845‐6000
Benson Coroner Jackie Downs M.D. 1031 7th St NE Devils Lake ND 58301‐2798 701‐662‐2131
Cass Coroner John Baird M.D. 401 3rd Ave N Fargo ND 58102‐4811 bairdj@casscountynd.gov 701‐241‐1360

Cavalier Coroner Randy Noyes M.D. 903 2nd St Langdon ND 58249 701‐256‐6120
Eddy Coroner Paul Lies Sheriff 524 Central Ave New Rockford ND 58356‐1652 palies@nd.gov 701‐341‐7286
Foster Coroner Michael Page M.D. 820 5th St Carrington ND 58421‐1223 701‐652‐2515

Grand Forks Coroner Mary Ann Sens M.D. 501 N Columbia Rd Grand Forks ND 58203‐2817 701‐777‐2561
Griggs Coroner Rick Cushman FH Director PO Box 666 Cooperstown ND 58425‐0666 qpcfh@mlgc.com 701‐797‐2244
Nelson Coroner Dan Kassian FH Director PO Box 437 Lakota ND 58344‐0437 kassian@polarcomm.com 701‐247‐2509
Pembina Coroner M.D. 301 Mountain St E Cavalier ND 58220‐4015 701‐265‐8461
Pierce Coroner Jeff Vaagen M.D. 800 Main Ave S Rugby ND 58368‐2118 701‐776‐5261
Ramsey Coroner Jackie Downs M.D. 9615 42nd St NE Crary ND 58327‐9300 701‐398‐3183
Ransom Coroner Charles Armstrong FH Director PO Box 31 Lisbon ND 58054‐0031 701‐683‐4400
Richland Coroner Larry Leshovsky Sheriff 413 3rd Ave N Wahpeton ND 58075‐4487 lleshovsky@co.richland.nd.us 701‐642‐7711
Rolette Coroner Gerald Medrud Sheriff PO Box 447 207 1st Ave NE Rolla ND 58367‐0447 gmedrud@nd.gov 701‐477‐5623
Sargent Coroner Brenda Peterson Dep. Sheriff PO Box 157 Main St Courthouse Forman ND 58032‐0157 701‐724‐3302
Steele Coroner Justin Wells Dep. Sheriff PO Box 275 Finley ND 58230‐0275 jwwells@nd.gov 701‐524‐2442
Towner Coroner Sam Held M.D. 7448 US‐281 Cando ND 58324 701‐968‐4411
Traill Coroner Stefan Hofer EMT‐Paramedic 119 7th Ave SE Mayville ND 58257 shofer@westtraillambulance.com 701‐788‐8865
Walsh Coroner M.D. 164 West 13th St Grafton ND 58237 701‐352‐1620
Wells Coroner Charles Nyhus M.D. 922 Lincoln Ave Harvey ND 58341‐1524 701‐324‐4856

GRAND FORKS JURISDICTION

Unity or 1st Cure On Call Physician

On Call Physician

Charles Nyhus M.D. Does Coroner Duties for Wells and McHenry Counties

Jackie Downs M.D. Does Coroner duty for Benson and Ramsey Counties
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