
Written Communication Rubric: ENGL 1101 

Vertical Alignment Taskforce 

Appendix C 

Members of the ND 2014 vertical alignment English discipline group, convened by DPI and NOUS, developed this rubric. 
This group is comprised of high school and college writing instructors. Before it is finalized, the document must be 
discussed, tested, and revised by the NOUS English discipline group and widely circulated to stakeholders across the 
state for feedback. At the moment, it is meant to prompt discussion around our shared values regarding ENGL 110. 

The rubric aims at helping users to evaluate overall competency for ENGL 110 (not aspirational but minimally successful). 
We recommend that the scores for each area not be separated and added up but rather that evaluated documents are 
described best by one of the columns overall. 

1: A holistic score of 1 characterizes a document not representing successful demonstration of the written communication 
learning outcomes of ENGL 110. 
2: A holistic score of 2 is considered equivalent to a low passing performance for this course. 
3: A holistic score of 3 characterizes a document that represents average to high average performance. 
4: A holistic score of 4 characterizes an excellent to superior demonstration of the outcomes. 

The task force that developed this rubric recommends that the rubric be used more for program than for assignment 
purposes. It might be used in classrooms, however, to think about how assignments and tasks line up with or lead to 
overall course competencies. 

1 Primary sources consulted in the development of the rubric: AACU Value Rubric, Written Communication; NDGE Written 
Communication rubric; selected samples of grade 12 and ENGL 110 student writing from 2014; Summer 2013 Vertical 
Alignment Task Force ENGL 11 O outcomes list. 
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Appendix C 

High -4 Middle-3 Low Adequate - 2 Unsuccessful - 1 

Rhetorical Demonstrates Demonstrates some Demonstrates minimal Demonstrates virtually no 
Situation: understanding of consideration of awareness of context, attention to context, 
Audience, context, audience, context, genre, genre, audience, audience, genre, purpose. 
Context, genre, and purpose audience, and purpose. Begins to Rhetorical signals are for a 
Purpose, that focuses most or purpose that show awareness of completely different task 
Genre all elements of the focuses some rhetorical situation. or switch so often within 

work. elements of the the text that the reader 
work. can't make sense of it. 

Content and Uses appropriate, Uses appropriate Uses some appropriate Uses little content and 
Development relevant, and and relevant content and /or relevant develops only some parts 

compelling content to develop and content to explore of the work. 
to illustrate support ideas. ideas with limited and 
understanding of the inconsistent supports. 
subject. 

Organization Demonstrates an Demonstrates a Demonstrates a Demonstrates limited or 
effective pattern with clear pattern and a pattern and a focus no pattern or focus. 
a consistent focus of consistent focus throughout much of the 
ideas; moves throughout the work. work. 
beyond formulaic 

Sources and Uses well-selected Uses credible Uses sources that may Fails to use sources to 
Evidence ( reliable/authoritativ sources to support not be appropriate to support ideas; to integrate 

e) sources; ideas, integrates support ideas, attempts evidence ethically, 
integrates sufficient appropriate to integrate evidence accurately, and 
evidence effectively evidence with accurately and reasonably; and/or to 
with sound generally sound sometimes reasonably, document sources. 
reasoning into reasoning, and attempts to 
students' own text; and ethically and acknowledge sources 
ethically and accurately ethically and 
accurately acknowledges accurately. 
acknowledges sources. 
sources. 

Conventions Uses language Uses language Generally uses Uses language that 
and Style skillfully,to effectively to convey language that conveys sometimes impedes 

communicate. The meaning. The meaning. The writing meaning (MUG). 
writing is virtually writing has few may include errors. 
error-free. errors. 

Design and The design of the The design of the The design of the print The design bf the print or 
Format print or nonprint text print or non print text or nonprint text begins nonprint text attempts to 

enhances the is appropriate to the to show awareness of address the rhetorical 
rhetorical rhetorical situation. the rhetorical situation. situation. The medium and 
effectiveness of the The medium and The medium and format may detract from 
text. The medium format support the format relate to the the content. 
and format support content. content. 
the content in a 
particularly effective 
or innovative way. 
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Definition/examples of rhetorical situation markers for readers: 
* Signals in the text of a particular audience's concerns, interests and expectations 
*Looks like the genre it's supposed to be (format, visuals, organization, etc.) 
* Sources and evidence match the genre, context, audience, purpose 

Appendix C 

*Reader-centered, rather than writer-centered (with rare exceptions such as personal journal entries), as demonstrated 
by structure, style, evidence, etc. 
*Document is recognizable as a particular genre (readers would know what it is quickly and why they should read it-
without being told) 
*Purpose is signaled clearly and early. 

Development Illustrates understanding of the subject; provides enough information to answer audience's questions 
Organization "Without being formulaic" means the pattern has a clear beginning, middle, and end fitting for the genre 
with evidence of originality. 

Definition/examples of (aspirational) Sources/Evidence and Reasoning for 
readers: 
*When outside sources are required, academic (peer reviewed, authoritative) or other 
sources appropriate to the genre and purpose are used 
* Quotes/other voices are blended into the writer's work grammatically 
*Evidence is discussed (quotes don1t stand alone) 
* Claims are rational and supportable 
*Sources are cited/credited correctly (both in-text and, if required, on 
a Works Cited page) 
* Citation style is correct 
*Plagiarism is avoided and sources are used fairly 

Convention & Style 
"Skillfully uses language to communicate" means: 
* Demonstrates sentence variety for effect. 
*Chooses words thoughtfully and effectively. 
* Consistently implements standards of mechanics, usage, and grammar, except for stylistic effect. 

Design and Format (including, where appropriate, traditional academic format) 
Instructors may assign or students may choose the design and format appropriate to a writing task. Design and format are 
integral to the conveying of meaning, not an add-on or optional element of writing. 

• Print texts could include traditional and nontraditional essays, narratives, reports, memos, etc. Non-print texts 
could include websites, powerpoints, videos, podcasts, prezis, other electronic or multimodal texts, new forms of 
composition, etc. 

• Format refers to generally recognized formats like MLA, APA, Chicago, discipline-specific document styles, etc. 
• Innovation refers to design elements that are new, creative, or possibly experimental. 
• Elements of design such as sound, focus, camera shots and angles, even technical quality, are all possible 

considerations in this category. 
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