
College Technical Education Council 

I. Origin: 
The State Board of Higher Education and the State Board for Vocational Technical 
Education (SBVTE) held a joint meeting on June 17, 1992, with collaboration as the 
central theme of the meeting. It was decided, by resolution, to create and staff a position 
jointly funded by both agencies (SBHE and SBVTE), The Proposal to form the College 
Technical Education Council (CTEC) was approved by the SBHE and the SBVTE at the 
respective board meetings in September of 1992. 

CTEC was formally established through a joint agreement between the North Dakota 
University System and the SBVTE. The agreement called for the director of CTEC to 
report to the chancellor with funding for CTEC appropriated through the SBVTE to 
demonstrate the collaborative effort. An executive director of CTEC was appointed at the 
December 9-10, 1993, State Board of Higher Education meeting. During the 1995 
legislative session, by mutual agreement between the state director of the SBVTE and the 
chancellor of the NDUS, funding for CTEC was transferred from the SBVTE budget to 
the SBHE budget. 

II. Purpose and Institutions Involved: 
The primary purpose in creating CTEC was to improve the coordination and cooperation 
among the SBVTE and the secondary and postsecondary institutions involved in 
vocational technical education in North Dakota. A copy of the responsibilities of the 
Council, as jointly agreed upon when the Council was formed, is attached. CTEC, as 
specified in item two of the attached list of responsibilities, is comprised of the two-year 
institutions within the University System. Those institutions include: Bismarck State 
College, Lake Region State College, Minot State University - Bottineau, North Dakota 
State College of Science, and Williston State College. Therefore and in essence, CTEC is 
a subcabinet of the two-year colleges within the North Dakota University System. In 
addition to providing a coordinating function for vocational technical education 
programs, CTEC also serves as the primary vehicle for transforming the two-year 
campuses from a role and expectation of being "junior colleges" into "community 
colleges." 

III. Core Mission of Community Colleges: 
Community colleges nation-wide all have the same core mission: 
1. Provide the first two years of a four-year degree, 
2. Provide "occupational degrees" (certificate or associate degrees)- to serve students 

wanting to enter the workforce with less than a four-year degree and to meet the 
rapidly expanding market demands for students with certificate and associate degrees, 

3. Make higher education more accessible and affordable throughout the state, 
4. Assume primary responsibility for providing workforce training, 
5. Serve the life-long learning needs of the community and region. 

The efforts of CTEC are focused on these five components of the core mission. 
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