APPENDIX J

VOTER REGISTRATION FEEDBACK

Voter Registration Survey: A quick survey of the 53 County Auditors asked “Do
you feel the State should have voter registration?” We received 22 responses.

Voter Registration Support by Co. Auditors

= NO =YES = UNSURE

Thoughts from County Auditors on Voter Registration
No — Feel the election system works well as is without voter registration.

No - All voter registration does is double the election workload. In most states voter registration
is just a method for the political parties to track voters. In North Dakota there are probably
more independent voters than party voters. This is one of the biggest reasons for low voter
turnout in the primaries. Voters in North Dakota do not want to have to vote a straight party
ticket. They also do not want to register their party affiliation to be bothered by the political
parties and pollsters. Voter registration does not eliminate any of the problems we have in the
elections now except to change the timing of the problems. — Les Korgel, McLean Co. Auditor

No - Adding voter registration in North Dakota won’t solve any of the concerns that individuals
have regarding elections. To truly address the issues, residency needs to be addressed and
clear rules established with regards to voting. Adding voter registration will only succeed in
adding layers of complexity and addition costs for the state and counties that are
unnecessary. — DeAnn Buckhouse, Cass Co Election Coordinator

No - | used to think voter registration was the way to go since there were always unclear
definitions of residency and we seemed to be changing ID laws with every election cycle. After
attending the National Conference of State Legislators in June, | believe it is more important
that ND defines residency and leave out the voter registration. It seemed that the states with
voter registration had just as many, if not more, issues with registrations than we have without
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them. Many state representatives asked how we do elections without registration and thought
our process was much cleaner and easier. — Devra Smestad, Ward Co. Auditor

No. I'm kind of proud of North Dakota’s sort of unique perspective on the subject. The system
we have in place actually works. The only people who have a problem with it are the ones who
don’t bother to take the steps to have the proper ID in place, or who are trying to vote
fraudulently in the first place. Residency is pretty darn clearly defined in the Century Code 54-
01-26. It's where you’ve slept for the last 30 days, essentially. The fact that people can and do
lie about their residency is an issue, as is the fact that people don’t update the DOT records
when they move. Again, it’s not the system necessarily that doesn’t work — it’s the human
factor. — Beth Didier, Barnes Co. Auditor

Unsure - In such a rural area of the State it would be a great hardship for people to physically
get into the courthouse to register, about 1/3 of the people vote absentee now. But then again
| feel voter registration would help the residency issue if not registered can’t vote!l But | believe
that the number of voters would decline greatly. — Barb Hettich, Sioux Co Auditor

Unsure - | am unsure. If voter registration would help clear up some residency issues, | am OK
with it. If not, NO. For instance, when someone moves to another county more than 30 days
before the election, but they don’t change their address on their driver’s license, they can’t
vote where they live. | don’t agree with that. —Jack Davidson, Nelson Co. Auditor

Unsure. However, leaning toward yes then there would be no questions on who is qualified to
vote. You would need to be registered 30 days before the election in order to vote? Whether
you register at DOT or some other Dept. — Vital Statistics or Secretary of State’s Office. Some
people don’t have driver’s licenses and/or can’t drive anymore. —Shirley Murray, Sheridan Co
Auditor

Unsure - If we did change to Voter Registration everyone who votes would have an ID —
correct? That might make it easier for election workers — do not now much on voter
registration so cannot comment on it. | feel Elections in ND have worked well or | should say
great for Ramsey without the voter registration — but | understand how in the Western part of
the State what a night mare it is when you have so many workers who want to vote that do not
change their ID’s. — Elizabeth Fischer, Ramsey Co. Auditor

| never used to feel voter registration was necessary in North Dakota, until we started having so
many issues with residency. It seems every time an election comes around we are using a new
set of rules and it makes it difficult for the election workers and for the voters. Unless, we can
establish a “good” and solid set of rules, | think | may be leaning toward voter registration. —
lLisa Herbel, Bottineau Co. Auditor

Unsure - It really needs to be researched, issues clearly defined, resolutions proposed and then
determine if there are viable options to registration versus what we have. — Casey Bradley,
Stutsman Co. Auditor
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