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Licensed Addiction Counselor 
Internship

North Dakota Area Health Education 
Center

Denise Andress, Director
Western ND AHEC

North Dakota AHEC

The North Dakota Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC) works to enhance access to 
quality primary care and public health in rural and 
underserved areas, by improving the supply and 
distribution of  health care professionals through 
community and academic partnerships.

“Connecting students to careers, 
professionals to communities, and 

communities to better health.”
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ND AHEC Program Structure

AHEC State Program Office
UND – School of  Medicine and Health Sciences - Center for 
Rural Health

Two Regional Centers 
• Eastern ND AHEC

– Established 2008
– Mayville 
– Serves 28 counties; 381,377 people over 33,099 sq. miles

• Western ND AHEC
– Established 2010
– Hettinger/Beulah 
– Serves 25 counties; 291,214 over 37,600 sq. miles
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Rural Clinical Rotations

• ND AHEC supports health care students in 
travel and per diem expenses related to rural 
clinical rotations

• The administrative process is in place to 
reimburse the student/agency to support 
students

• An evaluation process is in place to monitor and 
track the health care provider student

Internships SD/MN

• Available in health care-majority are determined 
by time of  year-generally summer

• Are created as part term positions within the 
facility-with the possibility of  hiring 

• Must be attending and enrolled in the field of  
the internship

• LAC internships North Dakota program-no 
information found to compare to the ND 
program.
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Current LAC Internship

• HB 1049 Loans $7500 to LAC students for internship.  
Revolving fund through the Bank of  ND.  7-9 applications 
accepted

• DHHS provides preceptor compensation
– Reimbursement 5% ($221-$269/month) for 9 months-Resulting in 

$1989-$2421/LAC

• Private sector currently does not accept LAC students because 
of  lack of  reimbursement
– Precepting LAC students creates decreases the number of  patients seen at 

a clinical level

– Decreased reimbursement in billing

– Increased time in proper student mentoring

LAC SD/MN

• South Dakota
– Certified Addiction Counselor (Bachelor’s)

– The LAC Master’s Degree requirement
• 21 hours of  credit

• +2000 hours of  experience

• Minnesota
– Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor
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LAC – North Dakota

• Bachelor’s degree or higher

• 1400 hours of  training in board approved program

– 50 hours of  supervision

• Private Practice Registration

– Master’s Degree or 4000 hours (2 years post Master’s Degree or post 
licensure

– Without a Master’s Degree 10,000 hours

– $100 fee

• Clinical Supervisor

– LAC practicing for 3 years (6000 hours)

– +20 hours of  training and secure references

Mental Health Counselors

• Job Service Code 21-1011 
– 2014 Employment Estimate: 321

– 2016 Employment Estimate: 333

– Annualized Numeric Growth: 6

– Growth Openings: 12

– Replacement Openings: 25

– Total Openings:  25

– Average Wage: $47,900
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Program Budget

Per Year Per Biennium

Compensation for preceptors 25,000 50,000

Increase in additional sites for LAC development

Increase number of  preceptors 25,000 50,000

Travel and expense reimbursement for LAC interns

20 interns @ $1000 each for 9 months 20,000 40,000

Administration Fee 100,000 200,000

1 FTE- for ND management and administration

Recruitment of  students in and out of  ND
Travel to set up private sector sites

Contract development and management for new sites

Evaluation of  program, including data for recruitment

Study the effectiveness for LAC Preceptor programming

Marketing and promotion

Indirect cost (8%) paid to Mayville State University (ND AHEC Fiscal Agent) 13,600 27,200

TOTAL 183,600 367,200

ND AHEC

• Currently positioned to expand the LAC 
preceptor and LAC student reimbursement into 
the private sector through:
– Reimbursement of  costs

– Tracking and evaluation of  the student, preceptor 
and program

– Marketing and promotion



7

Thank you!

Denise Andress, Western AHEC Director denise@ndahec.org
701.637.0177

Bill Krivarchka, Eastern AHEC Director bill@ndahec.org
701.788.4477

Lynette Dickson, AHEC Program Office Director 
lynette.Dickson@med.und.edu 701.777.6049




