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November 4, 2015 

Opening Remarks for a Discussion on Lutheran Social Services of North 
Dakota Refugee Resettlement Program and Personal Experience  

I would like to thank Senator Judy Lee for inviting me and Jael Ojwaya to discuss 
about refugee resettlement in the State of North Dakota, and to share during this 
Legislative Management’s Interim Health Services Committee Meeting our 
personal experiences.  I would also like to thank the colleagues of the senator 
attending this meeting today for welcoming us.  

I fled Khartoum, Sudan where I was working, to Nairobi, Kenya for fear of more 
persecution, following a persecution in South Sudan, by the security forces of the 
Muslim fundamentalist government in Sudan. I lived in Kenya from 1992 to 1997, 
the year I arrived in the United States of America. I applied for an asylum status in 
August 1998; my application was approved by the United States Government in 
2001; an approval that was also extended to my twin boys born in Kenya as well as 
to my wife who is originally from Kenya.  

My higher education achievements include Bachelor of Arts in International 
Relations from the United States International University- Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, 
Master of Professional Studies (International Development) from Cornell 
University, Master of Education as well as a Doctor of Philosophy from Miami 
University.  My doctoral dissertation titled “Educational Experience of the 
Sudanese Refugee Children in the United States” is relevant to my work with 
refugees outside academia.   

My experience in refugee resettlement in the United States began in 2001; I 
became a consultant when Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement Services began 
resettling some of the Sudanese refugees (“lost boys of Sudan”) in Syracuse, New 
York that year. I resumed a consulting role, this time without compensation, when 
Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio Refugee Resettlement agency called upon 
me to take on this role in 2004.   

I came to Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota (LSS-ND) in August 2014 
after I was offered a position of a Refugee Resettlement Volunteer.  I became an 
Employment Specialist and a Case Manager later on in the same agency in 
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December 2014.  I am delighted to be part of an agency whose staff members are 
dedicated and committed to ensure that services are delivered in accordance with 
the Cooperative Agreement agreed upon by national voluntary agencies and the 
United States Department of State.  LSS-ND renders services not only to refugees 
who have just arrived in the State but also to asylees and secondary migrants, those 
initially resettled in other states but decided to relocate to North Dakota. LSS-ND 
is a microcosm of a global community committed to humanitarian work since it is 
one of the agencies in United States and in the world that collaborates with local 
communities and service providers to realize its goal of resettle refugees. 

At this point, I would like Jael Ojwaya to share what she has prepared for you to 
hear. I hope that what both of us have shared with you so far opens up the floor for 
questions and further discussion. Thank you again for inviting us.  

Dr. Oliver Mogga 
Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota 
3911 20th Avenue South 
Fargo, ND 58103-4719 

      




