
McKENZIE COUNTY TOWNSHJP OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2015- WATFORD CITY, ND 

NEEDS OF TOWNSHIPS: 

- More grading of roads 
- Dust control (health & safety) 

- More law- enforcement to keep speeds down 
- Building and rebuilding road grades 

Surfacing of .roads 

COSTS: 

- Grading 

Dust control � $1, 000/tnile 

- More law enforcement 
- Building and rebuilding roads- $120,000/mile 

Surfacing - $30,000 to $40,000/mile 

FUNDING: 
- Township Road Gas Tax- $3,300/20 miles 

State Aid Distribution- $5,000 

General Property Tax (mills)- $6700 

- TOWNSHIP INCOMFJYEAR: $15,000 

Oil & Gas Production tax - $30,000 to $100,000 

With twenty times the traffic we had a few years ago, the roads need to be graded more often. In the past, 

the county was hired to do the grading. Now, with the need for more grading and the county not having the 

time, it will be an extra cost to the townships. 

Dust control is another added cost we didn't need before but, for health and safety reasons, should be used 

now. 

Law enforcement is something that'-s needed to keep traffic speeds down to try and save the roads. One of 

the biggest complaints is that we never see law enforcement on the township roads. 

A lot of the township roads were built many years ago and are in need of repair. Rebuilding a road with 

surfacing will cost around $150,000 per mile. Just surfacing a road costs $30,000 to $40,000 per mile. With 

the added traffic, this has to be done more often and the money isn't there to keep up with an average of20 
miles of road per township. 

Right now, with the Oil & Gas Production Tax Fund, the townships take in $45,000 to $100,000 with an 

average of20 miles of road. Even at $100,000 per year, the only thing you could do is 2 miles of surfacing, 

your regular township expenses and, maybe, a couple of trouble spots. Surface is all you would be able to do 

in I 0 years - no repairing or building roads. 

Additional money, through grants or other sources, is needed to keep the township roads safe and useable. 
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