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Mr. Chairman and members of the North Dakota Legislature. Thank you for the opportunity to 

appear before you and discuss the Bakken impact on Dickinson and its infrastructure. 

The energy impacts on western North Dakota communities are of epic proportions. It requires 

from all levels of government, a clear vision, extensive planning, and massive financial 

investment. 

Dickinson is growing rapidly. It is the nation's second fastest growing small city. For more than 

30 years Dickinson was a community of 16,000 people. In the past 6 years its population has 

nearly doubled. KU, in its recent legislative report, predicted Dickinson's growth will be greater 

in the next 5 years. Dickinson developed its Comprehensive Plan two years ago. It is 

implementing that plan, making the large financial investments in city infrastructure and city 

staff required by the Bakken Oil Impact. 

Beginning with the Biennium ending in 2011 through the Biennium ending in 2017, the City 

anticipates investing nearly $300 million in local costs for city infrastructure. This amount is 

exclusive of major North Dakota Department of Transportation funded projects such as the 

recently completed interim by-pass. During this same time frame, in addition to the 

infrastructure investments, the City anticipates allocating $35 million of oil impact funds for debt 

service and Bakken impact driven general fund deficits. 

Beginning with the Biennium ending in 2011 through the Biennium ending in 2015 the City 

anticipates receiving about $70 million in oil impact funds. The City is spending $20 million of 

its own tax and enterprise fund revenues on infrastructure. This leaves the City through 2017 

with a shortfall of $245 million. 

The City has secured a line of credit of $80 million with the State Revolving Fund and $40 million 

with two private banks reducing the shortfall to $125 million. The city requests the $125 million 

shortfall be covered this legislative session by State Oil Impact funding. The City's future 

revenue streams have been fully pledged to secure the debt I referred to previously. Dickinson 

has exhausted its ability to finance additional debt. 

With me today is Shawn Kessel, City Administrator, and Craig Kubas, City Engineer to present in 

more detail the City's response to the Bakken oil impact. 
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