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North Dakota’s Water Paradox 

Too Wet and Too Dry 
all at the same time! 
 



North Dakota’s Water Paradox 

Too Wet  
• Grand Forks commerce has realized the benefits of 

Federal, State, and Local investment in Flood 
Protection Infrastructure 

• Endless thanks are in order to the State for seeing 
the importance of this investment in our Region 

• We fully support similar investment in the Fargo 
Metro Area and throughout the State 



North Dakota’s Water Paradox 

Too Dry  
• Much planning (RRVWSP) and preliminary 

engineering has been done to identify the impact 
to and secure the future of our businesses and 
industry 

• Expected economic impact to RRV of a 1930’s-type 
drought ≈ $20.4B over 10 years 

• It is time to take the next step to ensure a reliable 
and affordable water supply for our current and 
future business and industry 



Grand Forks Water  
Supply Breakdown 

Why is reliable and affordable water supply so 
important to business and industry in our region?  

 CURRENT breakdown of City’s residential, 
commercial, and industrial water use 

Residential 
Commercial/Institutional 
Wet Industry  (Agricultural processing, etc.) 

Residential 
Commercial/Institutional 
Wet Industry  (Agricultural processing, etc.) 

ANTICIPATED (I.E. INCLUDING NPN) 
breakdown of City’s residential, commercial, 
and industrial water use  

45% 

27% 28% 

66% 

13% 
21% 



* Northern Plains Nitrogen has secured land and begun permitting/planning a new 
$1.5B Fertilizer facility in the northwest part of the City 

Grand Forks Water  
Supply Breakdown 

• Who are the major players? 
• J.R. Simplot Company 
• Northern Plains Nitrogen* 
• North Dakota Mill and Elevator 
• University of North Dakota 
• Grand Forks Air Force Base and Grand Sky Enhanced 

Use Lease 
• Two of these entities (NPN and J.R. Simplot) comprise 

66% of the City’s planned water use on a daily basis 
• Reliable Water Supply is a must for our major wet 

industry 
 



Affordability 

 
The impacts are staggering:  

• Residential/Commercial rate payers could expect 
increase of 139% by year 2018 

• Value added agricultural industry would see their annual 
water bill raised from $1.8M today to $4.3M in 2018   

 

 

What Are We Faced With?  ? 
Recent City planning efforts determined the direct financial 

impacts to its rate payers in the absence of outside 
funding for the new regional WTP and assuming 50% State 
cost share for the contemplated  RRVWSP State Plan [ ] 



• In the absence of infrastructure investment in reliable water 
supply, Grand Forks business and industry are at risk 

• Addressing this problem is a wise investment not only for 
the residents, business, and industry in our region but for 
the entire State 

• Redundant water supply secures economic vitality  
for decades to come 

 

Reliability & Economic 
Growth 

It all boils down to reliability  
and economic growth 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
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