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Presentation summary 

 About The State Water Commission & Office Of 
The State Engineer 

• Regulatory & Water Development Functions 
• Project Priorities 
• Revenues 
• SWC Budget and Approvals To Date 

 Interim Legislative Policy & Study Efforts 
• Project Planning & Prioritization 
• Project-Specific Studies And Legislation 



Regulatory 

Water development 

The Office of the State 
Engineer was officially 

created by the Legislature 
in 1905. 

The Legislature created the 
Water Conservation Commission 
in response to severe drought in 

1937 





may 2013 
office of the  

State 
engineer 

2012 
water 

allocation 
(AF) 

2012 water 
use (AF) 

2013 
pending 
permits 

(AF) 
conditional/ 
perfected 
permits 

47,527 6,540 105,129 

temporary  
permits 

33,170 4,438 NA 

industrial in-
lieu-of 
irrigation 
permits 

5,066 4,100 NA 

municipal 
permits 

0 1,674 21,650 

    

Regulatory Responsibilities: 
Water Appropriation  
JUST oil industry water needs… 

117 
permits 

4 
permits 

212 
permits 



Regulatory Responsibilities: 
Water Appropriation  

Monitoring Efforts 
• massive web-accessible database 
• 5.3M water level measurements 
• 35,000 site locations 
• 70,000 water quality analyses 
• 27,ooo sites with lithological 

descriptions 
• 62,000 driller logs 

 
Pilot Monitoring Program 
• Using on-site remote telemetry at 

6 water depots. 
 

State Engineer Order 
• Those with overages are required 

to have remote telemetry 
• 9 of 30 are already installed 
 
 

 



A recent letter from: 
western states water council 

“The Western States Water Council has 
undergone a substantial data sharing initiative 
with the 18 western states…” 
 
“…after a review of the products and services 
offered by the ND State Water Commission, I am 
very comfortable suggesting that their program 
is ‘ahead of the game’… 
 
“In short, the ND State Water Commission has an 
excellent array of water-related products and 
services that place them at the forefront of state 
water planning program data gathering and 
publication.” 



Other Regulatory Responsibilities  

• dam safety, sovereign lands, construction permits, 
drainage permits, floodplain management, wetland 
creations & restorations, & environmental reviews    



Water Development: 
2013-2015 Project priorities  

projects 2013-2015 funding priorities 
(millions) 

Community Water Facility Revolving Loan Fund $15 
Devils Lake Flood Control $10 
Fargo Flood Control $100 
Mouse River Flood Control $61 
Sheyenne River Flood Control $21 
General Water Management $33 
Irrigation $5 
Fargo Water Supply $15 
Northwest Area Water Supply $14 
Red River Valley Water Supply $11 
Southwest Pipeline Project $79 
State Water Supply Program $71 
Western Area Water Supply Program $79 
Weather Modification $1 
TOTAL $515 



Needs vs Priorities 
2013-2015 Water Development Report 
On 2013-2015 Funding Needs (Table 3)… 
  
“This accounting of projects simply represents a non-prioritized  List of 
needs as submitted by project sponsors.  It does not guarantee, In any 
way, that all of the projects listed will receive funding.  In addition, upon 
further review of the projects listed, the state’s Potential cost-share 
contribution may change based on the SWC’s Cost-share policy and 
requirements for eligible items.” 
 
Needs are a budgeting tool, used to develop priorities.  



Federal MR&I Water Supply Funding 

On the decline… 



Resources Trust Fund Revenues 



SWC Budget  
& Approvals To Date  

 Special Funded – Resources Trust Fund 
 Revenues Come In Each Month – Different From 

General Funded Agencies 
 Carried Over $181M Committed 
 2013-2015 RTF Revenues To Date = $20.3M 
 2013-2015 Project Approvals = $37.4M   



Interim Legislative Policy 
& Study Efforts 



Project Planning & Prioritization 

HB 1020 
Section 17 
 Committee development of a schedule of priorities with water commission and 

state engineer assistance. 
 The committee may seek stakeholder input on projects. 

HB 1206 
Section 1 
 The Commission shall develop and maintain a comprehensive water 

development plan, organized on a river basin perspective, including an 
inventory of future water projects for budgeting and planning purposes.  

 The commission will host basin meetings to facilitate project sponsor 
participation in the planning process. 

 Meetings within Red, James, Mouse, upper and lower Missouri River, and 
Devils Lake basins. 

 two rounds of meetings. 
Section 2 
 Legislative management to study current prioritization  



Planning & Prioritization Process 





Project Funding and Cost-Share 

 projects are subject to SWC cost-share requirements 
 All projects undergo review.  

• Reported “needs” vs eligible costs 
 Currently reviewing and revising SWC cost-share policies – 

includes changes per HB 1020 (Sec. 17) 



Project Funding and Cost-Share 

 Striving for good stewardship and prudent expenditure of state 
funds, equity among projects, and reflecting state priorities 

 Addressing ability to pay, loan programs and repayment 
options, water supply/treatment equity, operation and 
maintenance, engineering costs, flood recovery/acquisitions, 
etc.  



Red River Valley Wate  
Supply 

No Record of Decision 
 
HB 1020 
• 2013-2015 biennium $11M 

appropriation 
• 2013-2014 interim committee study of 

routes and alternatives 
 

SB 2233 
• General support of project 
• SWC and GDCD to begin 

discussions with US BOR 
regarding transfer of 
facilities 

 
 



Southwest Pipeline Project 
About SWPP 
• Currently 50K Served 
• 31 Communities 
• 4,400 Rural Hook-ups 
• 21 Raw Water Customers 
• Massive pop growth in 

service area 
• Expanding treatment 

and intake capacity to 
serve 78,000 people 
 

SB 2233 
• Calls for SWC to review 

& report to Leg. on steps 
Regarding transfer of 
ownership from SWC to 
Southwest Water Auth.  

   



About WAWS 
• domestic water project to meet MR&I 

water needs in McKenzie, Williams, 
Divide, Burke, and Mountrail 
Counties (including the Cities of 
Williston, Watford City, Ray, Tioga, 
Stanley, Wildrose, and Crosby). 

• Massive population growth in 
service area. 

• 58K service area est. pop in 2013 
• 99K possible by 2035 
 
HB 1020 
• $40M loan from BND 
 
SB 2233 
• General support of project 
• Water Topics to receive reports from 

IWPs & WAWS on a regular basis 
(water usage, rates, & market share 
for state to maintain payment 
schedule). 



Flood Control 

HB 1020 
Water Topics to work with SWC to define the state’s role 
in major flood control projects. 
Water plan, prioritization process/guidelines, & revised  
cost-share policy will help focus efforts and investment.   



Fargo-Moorhead Flood Control 

HB 1020 
 $450M cap on fm flood control project  
 2013-2015 biennium $100M appropriation for fm flood 

control. 
 funding limitations (Sections 7, 8, & 9)  
SB2233 
 $450M cap and general support of project 
Other Issues 
 Project opponents filed a lawsuit against the US Army Corps 

last month 
 Minnesota has been reluctant to make any funding commitments 



Mouse River Flood Control 

SB 2233 
 General support of project 
SB 2020 
 SWC study - causes of flooding and measures to reduce flood risk. 
 Substantially complete 
Other Efforts 
 Ongoing efforts with IJC and ISRB study to revise Rafferty, Alameda, and Lake 

Darling operating plan. 
 Awaiting approval from US Dept. of State and Canadian Dept. of External 

Affairs.    



Other Water Development 

 The SWC is involved in many other water development efforts 
across the state. 

 Today’s focus was primarily related to interim legislative policy and 
study efforts – as they relate to specific projects. 

 We would be happy to cover addition topics at your request in the 
future.  

 Our 2013-2015 Water Development Report, 2013-2015 Strategic 
Plan, and our website are excellent references 



For Additional Information: 
www.swc.nd.gov 

State Engineer & Chief Engineer-Secretary 
Todd Sando, P.E.  

Tsando@nd.gov, 328-4940 
 
Assistant State Engineer 
Michelle Klose, P.E.  
Maklose@nd.gov, 328-4959 
 
Director, Water Development 
Bruce Engelhardt, P.E.  
Bengelhardt@nd.gov, 328-4958 
 
Director, Atmospheric Resources 
Darin Langerud 
Dlangerud@nd.gov, 328-4751 
  

Director, Administrative Services 
Dave Laschkewitsch 
Dlaschkewitsch@nd.gov, 328-1956 
 
Director, Water Appropriation 
Jon Patch 
Jpatch@nd.gov, 328-3440 
 
Director, Planning and Education 
Patrick Fridgen 
Pfridgen@nd.gov, 328-4964    
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