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SERVICES AND RESOURCES

All of North Dakota’s Centers for Independent Living provide services for people with disabilities
and families at no cost. Our goal is your independence.

« Information and Referral « Peer Counseling

« Systems and Personal Advocacy « Independent Living Skills Training

Freedom Center for Options: Resource Center Dakota Center for Independence Resource

Independent Living for Independent Living Independent Living Center for Independent

2701 9th Ave SW, Suite H 318 3rd StNW 3111 East Broadway Ave  Living

Fargo, ND 58103 East Grand Forks, MN Bismarck, ND 58501 300 3rd Ave SW Suite F
TY 701-478-0459 56721 V/TTY 701-222-3636 Minot, ND 58701

FAX 701-478-0510 V/TTY 218-773-6100 FAX 701-222-0511 V/TTY 701-839-4724

1-800-450-0459 FAX 218-773-7119 1-800-489-5013 FAX 701-838-1677

freedomrc.org 1-800-726-3692 dakotacil.org 1-800-377-5114

independenceil.org



388 U.S. Centers for Independent Living
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This map shows CIL locations in Veterans Administration VISN regions.

It utilizes a Veterans Administration VISN Location and Market Area Guideline map combined
with a June, 2004 Montana map showing CIL locations. It is for illustration purposes only.




MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

AND
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON INDEPENDENT LIVING
AND
ASSOCIATION OF PROGRAMS FOR RURAL INDEPENDENT LIVING

America’s service-members, Guard and Reserve members, all stand vigilant and prepared to
place themselves in harm’s way to protect our Nation. The fruits of their commitment and
courage are found in the rights and freedoms Americans have enjoyed for 228 years. Such
selfless service and sacrifice earn our Nation’s defenders the honored title “Veteran.”

We recognize that America’s veterans bring to our Nation’s workforce a rich resource of diverse
and talented workers. They are as eager and capable of cantributing to our Nation’s prosperity
as civilians during peace as they were to our Nation’s security during war.

The Department of Veterans Affairs’ Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Service,
the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL}) and the Association of Programs for Rural
Independent Living {APRIL) are mutually committed to ensuring these brave men and women
are able, to the maximum extent possible, to live independently and participate in family and
community life, to increase their potential to return to work, and to have access to both
challenging and rewarding employment opportunities. This is in keeping with President
Abraham Lincoin’s 1865 promise “...to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow and his orphan.”

The Department of Veterans Affairs’ VR&E program helps Veterans with service-connected
disabilities achieve maximum independence in daily living, become employable, and obtain and
maintain suitable employment.

The National Council on Independent Living, based in Washington, DC, is the longest-running
national cross-disability, grassroots organization run by and for people with disabilities.
Founded in 1882, NCIL represents thousands of organizations and individuals including: Centers
for Independent Living (CILs), Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs), individuals with
disabilities, and other organizations that advocate for the human and civil rights of people with
disabilities throughout the United States.




The Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) is also a national grass roots,
consumer controlled, nonprofit membership organization consisting of centers for independent
living, their satellites and branch offices, statewide independent living councils, other
organizations and individuals concerned with the independent living issues of people with
disabilities living in rural America, APRIL has membership in 42 states, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico.

The Department of Veterans Affairs’ VR&E Service, the National Council on Independent Living,
and the Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living wish to afford Veterans with
service-connected disabilities opportunities to live independently, seek employment, career
advancement, job mobility, family economic well being, and greater financial security with this
mutually beneficial agreement.

THEREFORE, The United States Department of Veterans Affairs, National Council on
Independent Living, and Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living agree to:

o Create greater awareness among Veterans about resources for service-disabled
Veterans related to community-based center for independent living-related resources
for Veterans with service-connected disabilities;

o Develop training materials to ensure that staff in both VA regional offices and Centers
for Independent Living, their Associations, and Statewide independent Living Councils
are fully aware of the services and benefits that each may provide; )

o Discuss and encourage possible partnership opportunities between local Centers for
Independent Living, their Associations, and Statewide Independent Living Councils and
VA offices;

o Share our Mutual cooperation throughout the Department of Veterans Affairs, VR&E
Service and Centers for Independent Living, their Associations, and Statewide
independent Living Councils;

© Promote and assist state-level collaboration efforts and coordination of services
between State Centers for Independent Living Assaciations and/or Statewide
Independent Living Councils, and local VR&E offices;

o Promote and assist local collaboration efforts and coordination of services between
Centers for Independent Living and local VR&E offices for Veterans with service-
connected disabilities, and;

o Collect and analyze data annually to be used for future planning purposes.

This agreement does not in itself authorize the expenditure or reimbursement of any funds.
Nothing in this agreement shall obligate the parties to expend appropriations or other monies,
or to enter into any contract or other obligation.
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This agreement shall not be interpreted to limit, supersede, or otherwise affect either party’s
normal operations or decisions in carrying out its mission, or its statutory or regulatory duties.

Dated: Z/24 [HC|
Signed by:

R.A. Fanning !
Director, Vocational Rehabilitation
and Employment Service

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

. Dated: ' :

Signed by: £/£4/£O i

!: .
fﬂilz"ﬁ/"\“’

Bllly Altom, Executive Director
Associatiod of Programs for Rural -
Independent Living (APRIL)

2001 Pershing Circle, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR 72114

Dated: 1/21«1/2{)/( -
Signed by / L]

’/ x/ // / {L/b"'

/Kelly Buckla/n/d, Executive Director ~—

National Cduncil on Independent Living
1710 Rhdde Island Avenue NW, Fifth Floor
Washmgton DC 20036
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WHAT CENTERS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING (CILs) CAN DO FOR
VETERANS

> Design ramps or other home modifications

> Assist them to find resources for employment, housing, medical/social
service needs-through the VA or other entities (not all veterans desire to
be in the VA system)

» Help them navigate (advocate) through the VA or other social service
systems

> Offer disability supports for them in their home communities
» Offer peer support

> CIL services are free of charge



