APPENDIX C

Good Morning Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:
| am Kenny Graner, President of the Independent Beef Association of North Dakota also known as I-BAND.

I-BAND is in favor of the concept of the Beef Checkoff for promotion, research and educating the consumers,
however, we have concerns with sending our Checkoff dollars (which is actually a tax) out of the state to the
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA). At this time, we send approximately 30% of our Checkoff tax
to NCBA. We fear any new Checkoff would increase the flow of North Dakota Checkoff tax to the NCBA. Un-
fortunately, we feel the NCBA does NOT represent all cattle producers.

Under the current make up of the North Dakota Beef Council, we believe that the Checkoff tax is controlled
by one organization, the North Dakota Stockmen’s Association. They are a strongly aligned affiliate with the
NCBA. The oversight of any proposed new State Checkoff tax would not have the oversight of the USDA and
the Cattlemen’s Beef Board.

To explain how the current Checkoff is being run, we have invited Dave Wright from Neligh, Nebraska. He is
a rancher and has spent eight years on the Nebraska Beef Council and is currently in his fourth year on the
Cattlemen’s Beef Board (CBB).

| would like to yield the rest of my time to him to inform you in greater detail regarding how the current
Checkoff program is being run.

Thank You,
Kenny Graner

701-471-8879 C
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