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Representative Chet Pollert, Chairman 
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September 24, 2014 

Good morning Chairman Pollert and members of the Budget Section. I am Leann 

Bertsch, Director of the North Dakota Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

("DOCR"). I am here today to provide you with an update on the department's 

prison population management plan, inmate admissions and the number of inmates 

the department has not admitted after sentencing pursuant to Section 6 of our 

appropriation bill, Senate Bill 2015. 

Section 6 of Senate Bill 2015 provided the DOCR the authority to refuse to admit 

inmates sentenced to the physical custody of the department when the admission of 

inmates exceeds the maximum operational capacity of its prison facilities and result 

in the department exceeding its authorized legislative appropriation for contract 

housing. Section 6 also directs the DOCR to develop a prison population 

management plan to prioritize admissions based on sentences and the availability 

of space within its facilities. 

To date, the DOCR has not refused to admit any inmates pursuant to Section 6. 

The DOCR is hoping that this language brings some attention to the issue of how 

correctional resources are being utilized and awareness that correctional resources 

are finite. If the DOCR does reach capacity and does invoke this authority, it still 

would not refuse the admission of an inmate, but rather, there may be a delay in the 

department's ability to accept the inmate. 

I presented the DOCR's prison population management plan to the Budget Section last 

September and that plan has not changed. I believe the DOCR will make it through the 

entire biennium without any delay in admitting inmates. This is due to continued efforts by 

the DOCR to manage the prison growth through a number of strategies which include 

enhanced paroling, Transition from Prison to Community Initiative, Managing Non­

compliant Behavior guidelines and strategies, evidenced-based programming, prioritizing 
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the supervision of higher risk offenders over lower risk offenders, and implementation of a 

diversion caseload. The DOCR will continue to prioritize releases to manage correctional 

resources and maintain public safety. 

The inmate population continues to grow. The DOCR is experiencing a record number of 

inmates as well as a record number of probationers and parolees on supervision. The 

DOCR will once again be housing a significant number of inmates out of system in the 

2015-2017 biennium. I have attached to my testimony the actual average male inmate 

population by facility/program for the period of July 2013 through August 2014 and the 

actual average female inmate population by facility/program for the period of July 2013 

through 2014. The Male Count report is a count of all male inmates by placement. The 

second to the last column on the right is the male population estimate adopted by the 

2013-2015 legislature. The Female Count report is all female inmates by placement and 

the second to the last column on the right is the female population estimate adopted by the 

2013-2015 legislature. 
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Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
Actual Average Male Inmate Population by Facility I Program 

July 2013- June 2015 

(a) (b) 
MTP/ County Out of Interstate Total 11-13 Est. 

Month NDSP \1 JRCC \2 MRCC \3 TRCC \4 BTC \5 H of A \6 Jail/ CPP State Compact\7 Population Population (a)- (b) 
July-13 630 439 147 41.3 62 11 4 - 23 1,358 1,389 (31) 

August-13 674 419 145 38.9 55 5 6 - 24 1,367 1,391 (24) 
5eptember-13 693 412 138 39.6 63 - 4 - 24 1,373 1,392 (19) 

October-13 698 411 139 39.5 53 - 5 - 24 1,370 1,394 (24) 

November-13 706 412 145 41.6 61 - 7 - 25 1,398 1,396 2 
December-13 695 417 144 43.3 77 - 12 - 24 1,412 1,398 14 

January-14 691 416 146 45.5 87 - 10 - 24 1,419 1,399 20 
February-14 694 416 146 47.6 79 - 8 - 24 1,415 1,401 14 

March-14 698 415 148 42.4 76 - 9 - 24 1,412 1,403 9 
April-14 697 414 146 40.0 87 - 7 - 24 1,414 1,405 9 
May-14 693 419 143 38.5 84 - 6 - 24 1,407 1,407 (0) 

June-14 707 416 143 40.4 78 - 5 - 25 1,415 1,408 7 
July-14 712 418 142 40 79 - 8 - 25 1,424 1,410 14 

August-14 721 419 144 44 78 - 7 - 24 1,438 1,412 26 

September-14 
October-14 

November-14 

December-14 

January-15 

February-15 

March-15 

April-15 
May-15 
June-15 

13-15 Bien Ave. 694 417 144 42 73 1 7 - 24 1,402 1,400 1 

' ' 

\1 -North Dakota State Penitentiary (count includes inmates on temporary leave status and juveniles sentenced as adults being held at YCC) 

\2- James River Correctional Center (count includes inmates on temporary leave status} 

\3- Missouri River Correctional Center 

\4- Tompkins Rehabilitative Correctional Center 

\5- Bismarck Transition Center I Male Transition Program 

\6- Heart of America Correctional and Treatment Center (Rugby) 

\7 -Inmates housed out-of-state with either Bureau of Prison or other States 



Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
Actual Average Female Inmate Population by Facility I Program 

July 2013- June 2015 

(a) (b) 
Transition I County Interstate Total 11-13 Est. 

Month DWCRC\1 TRCC \2 Community Jail Compact \3 Population Population (a)- (b) 
July-13 130 19 25 5 - 179 175 4 

August-13 126 19 23 3 - 171 176 (5) 

September-13 126 20 25 1 - 171 176 (5) 

October-13 117 22 25 2 - 165 177 (12) 
November-13 122 21 21 2 - 165 177 (12) 
December-13 118 21 19 2 - 160 178 (18) 

January-14 120 22 15 1 - 159 179 (20) 

February-14 126 20 19 2 - 167 179 (12) 

March-14 130 17 19 2 - 168 180 (12) 

April-14 131 17 22 1 - 171 180 (9) 

May-14 134 17 26 4 - 180 181 (1) 

June-14 130 22 27 5 - 184 181 3 

July-14 131 22 16 8 - 178 182 (4) 

August-14 130 22 14 6 - 173 182 (9) 

September-14 

October-14 

November-14 

December-14 

January-15 

February-15 

March-15 

April-15 

May-15 

June-15 

13-15 Bien Ave. 126 20 21 3 " 171 179 (8) 

\1 -Dakota Womens Correctional and Rehabiliation Center (count includes inmates on temporary leave status) 

\2- Tompkins Rehabilitative Correctional Center 

\3- Inmates housed out-of-state with either Bureau of Prison or other States (Interstate Compact Agreement) 




