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What is ND Cares?

A coalition dedicated
to strengthening an

accessible, seamless

network of support

for Service Members, Veterans,

- Families, and Survivors in
[ North Dakota.
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ND Cares Priority:

Behavioral Health

v’ Promotion of Emotional Health
v'Prevention of Mental Health disorders
v'Prevention of substance use disorders

v'Treatment and Recovery Support

ND Cares Goals:

1. Conduct a comprehensive assessment
of needs.

2. Integrate existing programs and
resources to strengthen an effective &
efficient service system.

3. Develop a leader network to support
D collaborative efforts.




ND Cares Progress:

We continue to expand leader network
Legislators’ Veterans Caucus is forming
Met with NDVA and the VA administration
to agree on data sharing

Resolved a barrier to services that resulted
from an eligibility disconnect between
regional Human Service Centers and the VA

Progress (continued)

Began a shift of service providers from asking “Are you a
Veteran?” to “Have you ever served in the U.S. military?”

ND National Guard Outreach personnel are beginning to use

regional Human Service Center boundaries

ND Dept. of Human Services offered military culture training
at Behavioral Health Conference in May 2014




Progress (continued)

Human Service Centers are working on adding suicide,

substance abuse, and PTSD screening tools to intake process

Providers are more cognizant of available state resources

and connections to those resources are improving

Partnership has been created with the ND Health

Information HUB

Progress (continued)

ND Cares delegation will attend the "Meeting the Behavioral
Health Needs of Service Members, Veterans, and their
Families through Workforce Development" conference in
Baltimore September 8-9, 2014

ND Cares delegation will attend the Suicide Prevention
Implementation Academy in Bethesda, MD September 15-
17,2014




Gaps In Veterans’ Services

Hospital Discharge & ER Data not compiled by State

ND prescribers are not mandated to use prescription drug
monitoring program

No State licensure or oversight for mental health providers

Gaps Iin Veterans’ Services

What services are lacking in your county?
Transportation
Access to healthcare
Housing
Mental health services
Substance Abuse services
Employment

Financial counseling




ND Veteran & Military Suicides

Year Veteran & Military Suicides ND Suicides
2013 22 (15.9% of ND total) 138

2012 18 (16.8%) 107

2011 22 (19.3%) 114

2010 24 (23.3%) 103

2009 14 (15.7%) 89

Thank you

Thank you for inviting us to update you today.
Questions?

Please contact me at 701-328-1010 or firstlady@nd.gov






