
Specialized trained dogs 

Service Dogs for America (SDA) specializes in 
cross-training dogs to meet the multiple disability 
challenges our returning veterans are facing 

Many of today's wounded warriors have 
multiple physical injuries plus traumatic brain in
jury (TBI), and post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). PTSD and TBI are the "invisible 
wounds" that many of our veterans will cany with 
them for the rest of their lives. 

SDA's dogs assist veterans in the process of man
aging both the visible and invisible 
wounds they carry each day, and contribute to 

their physical, emotional and social well-being. 

To learn more about service dogs for wound

ed warriors, please call 701-685-2242 or go 

to www.servicedogsforamerica.org 

Service Dogs for America 
920 Short Street - PO Box 51 3 

Jud, ND 58454 

70 1-685-2242 
info@servicedogsforamerica.org 
www.servicedogsforamerica.org 

APPENDIX H 

Service Uogs tor 
America 

Independence and opportunity 
through trained service dogs 

"66% of the most seriously wounded soldiers 
returning from Afghanistan and Iraq have 
uinvisible" injuries of brain trauma (TBI) or 
post-traumatic stress (PTSD), which their 
families and society will be dealing with at 
great cost for decades," said Gen. Peter W. 
Chiarelli, the Army's vice chief of staff 
Stars & Stripes Article September 29, 20 I I 
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For demonstrations and presentations, please 
contact: 
info@servicedogsforamerica.org 

To learn about volunteer opportunities, please 
contact: 70 1-685-2242 

To apply, go to: 
www.servicedogsforamerica.org/apply 

Trained Service Dogs 
Training service dogs for individuals living with 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) re

quires very specialized knowledge and skills - in 
both the trainer and the dog. 

Each dog is trained to a standard, and additional 
training is customized to the individual needs of 
the applicant. SDA is committed to working to
gether with the applicant and their service dog 
as they learn to work as a team to increase 
physical, emotional and social self-sufficiency. 
The dogs are trained to perform many services 
including, but not limited to: 

• Alleviate anxiety/distress and provide ground
ing by nudging, pawing, and leaning. 

• Assist a person in waking from night terrors 
and nightmares. 

• Bring medication to a person on command or 
when alerted to do so by a timer/alarm. 

• Stand in front of or circle an individual in 
crowded areas in order to create personal space 
in a non-aggressive manner. 

• Lead an individual safely to a building exit 
when experiencing an anxiety or panic attack. 

• Get help by alerting another person or acti
vate an emergency button or alert system. 

A trained PTSD service dog is a tool and is not 
intended to substitute or replace current thera
peutic or medication treatment plan. The dog is 

trained to distract from possible stressors relat
ed to an individual's PTSD and contribute to 
their physical, emotional and social well-being. 

The state of North Dakota recently passed 
SB 2344 making it possible for NO 
veterans with PTSO to receive funding for a 
trained PTSO service dog. 
To become eligible you must reside in NO 
and have diagnoses of PTSD. 

To apply go to: 

Service Dogs for America websit~ 
www .servicedogsforamerica.org/apply 
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www.ptsd.va.gov/about/ptsd-awareness/ptsd awareness 


