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Valley City State University
School of Education

NCATE accredited since 1954

— Preparing for NCATE/CAEP visit in Fall of 2015

State accredited through ESPB

— Wrote state program reports in Spring of 2014

Work closely with NDACTE and SEEC

— North Dakota Association for Colleges of Teacher
Education and South East Education Cooperative

Bush Grant and NEXT initiative

— Since 2009, VCSU has been working with 14
teacher education institutions in MN, ND, and SD
to improve teacher preparation

Valley City State University
School of Education

Focus areas for improvement of teacher preparation:
— Recruitment of quality candidates

— Improved preparation of teacher candidates
¢ Increased partnership activity with K-12 schools
* Increased quality and length of field experiences
¢ Integration and promotion of co-teaching
e Restructuring of curriculum and course content
¢ Integration of Common Core
— Collaborative efforts with assistance from ESPB and DPI
— Changes in support of graduates entering profession

— Increased data sharing and K-12 feedback for decision-
making
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Valley City State University
School of Education

VCSU continuously assesses its teacher education
program and makes changes based on:

e Data from multiple sources
e Research and influences in the field
— State and national changes in education

e Collaborative ideas shared with other teacher
preparation institutions

e Collaborative insights gained from experiences
with K-12 partners

The goal is to improve teacher preparation.

Valley City State University
School of Education

Examples of data gathered regularly for analysis:

e Praxis | (PPST)...Core Academic Skills for Educators (CORE tests)
* GPA
e Praxis Il (Content and PLT)
e Pre-student teaching field experiences
— Intro Practicum
— Diversity Practicum
— Methods Practicum
* Dispositions
e Student teacher evaluations from cooperating teachers
¢ Teaching for Learning Capstone (TLC) unit
¢ Senior Portfolio (electronic myeFolio)
e Exit Surveys (student teacher feedback)
¢ Transition to Teaching (1% year teacher survey)
e Employer Surveys (K-12 administrators)
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Valley City State University
School of Education

Analysis of VCSU and Network for Excellence in Teaching (NEXT)
institution common metric data have impacted recent School of
Education decisions to strengthen curriculum in the following
areas.

K-12 partners were on teams with VCSU faculty members to
improve:
— Differentiated Instruction
— Strategies for teaching English Language Learners
— Effective application of Technology
— Assessment
¢ Developing and using formative classroom assessments
* Knowledge of state assessments and basic statistics

— Engaging students in higher level thinking skills
— Classroom management

— Implementing Teaching for Learning Capstone (TLC) component
pieces into the curriculum (VCSU version of the Teacher
Performance Assessment (edTPA) )

— Co-teaching

Valley City State University
School of Education

* Examples of recent evidence based decisions:

— Increased GPA requirements for admission of
teacher candidates

— Increased the length of the student teaching
experience

— Revised an assessment course to improve
candidate preparation. VCSU involved K-12
teachers and administrators to select the course
textbook and to highlight the most important
content needed for first year teachers.
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Valley City State University

School of Education
Involvement with Vertical Alignment/ Common Core: DPl and P-12

Julee Russell (English Education at VCSU) has been
involved with North Dakota’s DPI efforts for Vertical
Alignment of junior/senior high school English with
college freshmen composition.

Jamie Wirth (Math Education at VCSU) has been
involved with North Dakota’s DPI efforts for Vertical
Alignment of high school mathematics coursework
to assist the high school-to-college transition for
North Dakota students.

Valley City State University
School of Education
Involvement with Common Core: DPIl and P-12

Ryan Townsend (Academic Standards Director at DPI)
— spoke at VCSU and NDSU to our students in
January, 2014

Mari Fridgen (Assistant Director at ESPB) —led a
Common Core Standards session that many of our
students attended in early February 2014

Mari Fridgen (Assistant Director at ESPB) — was also
a speaker on the Common Core at the April 2014
North Dakota Association of Colleges of Teacher
Education (NDACTE) held in Fargo at NDSU

NC

Z0——->»0COm

E
D)
u
C
A
T
|
(0)
\




cCwvwon<

Valley City State University
School of Education
Examples of Common Core Emphasis in Coursework

EDUC 250: Introduction to Education

¢ students examine common core standards K-12 (read, familiarize, discuss history of and need for
standards, examine broader issues connected to standards-based teaching)

EDUC 210: Creative Activities
e students create art samples that support common core standards
e  students create music experiences that support common core standards

EDUC 315: Math Methods

e  students examine common core math standards by grade level

¢ students align lesson plans from major publishers with common core math standards

e students rebuild math lessons form major publishers

e students deliver common core math lessons in small group settings and evaluate each other’s
teaching

e students create a video lesson based on common core math standards, for use in a flipped
classroom

e students plan and deliver Math Field Day, with all activities based on common core math
standards, to local elementary school students
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Valley City State University
School of Education
More examples of Common Core Emphasis in Coursework

EDUC 322: Language Arts Methods

¢ students examine common core ELA standards by grade level

e students work collaboratively in creating a binder for each grade level that has
lessons for every common core standard.

— In essence, students leave Language Arts Methods with lessons and activities for each
standard.

e student binders include assessment ideas and ideas on how to read and manage
data.

EDUC330: Children’s Literature

¢ Students are introduced to ELA common core standards- literature

¢ Instructor modeling and guided practice are showcased identifying how to use ELA
CCSS with children’s literature.

EDUC 300: Educational Technology

*  Preservice teachers candidates are taught how to locate CCSS for ND.

*  Preservice teacher candidates are taught how to create technology based
assessment tools for data driven decision making.
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*  Preservice teacher candidates are taught how to evaluate online web-based CCSS
ideas for teaching and learning.
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Valley City State University
School of Education

Physical Education: will host a state-wide
opportunity for physical educators to learn about
integrating common core standards into the
physical education curriculum

Summer academies: full-day session to help all new
teachers in SE North Dakota and western MN
prepare for their first-day in the classroom

Increased tracking & support of 15t year graduates
* supplement to the ND Mentoring efforts
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