
To: North Dakota Legislative Council 
Administrative Rules Committee 

From: Occupational Therapy Board of Practice 
Date: June 10, 2014. 

The Board of Occupational Therapy Practice submits the following written testimony in response 
to the questions raised on March 11, 2014 at the Administrative Rules committee hearing. The 
question is in regard degree for licensure requirements for existing licenses. 

The North Dakota Occupational Therapy Rules 55.5-02.01.01.1 : 

The wording of 55.5-02-01-01.1. Requirements for licensure. P. 303 is as follows: To be licensed as 

an occupational therapist an applicant must meet all of the following requirements: 

a. The applicant has a degree from an occupational therapy program accredited by the 

accreditation council for occupational therapy education or a degree from a foreign occupational 

therapy program which the national board for certification in occupational therapy 

deems comparable. 

b. The applicant has passed the occupational therapist registered certification examination 

administered by the national board for certification in occupational therapy. 

March 11 testimony statements: Previously a bachelor's level was entry level, now a master's is required 
for entry level by the Occupational Therapy National Certification(Board). Three comments were made 
and were addressed regarding the change in entry level educational requirements of Occupational 
Therapists and Assistants for licensure. Wording was adjusted to allow for change in entry level 
requirements for both Occupational Therapist. 

June 11, 2014: 
The requirement of a master's degree for licensure will not apply to existing licensees. The requirement 
is: a degree from an accredited program. 

The degree requirements are determined by Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education 
(ACOTE). The potential licensee must be eligible to sit for the certification exam offered by the National 
Board of Certification of Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). Graduation from an accredited program by 
ACOTE is a requirement of NBCOT and must be attained prior to sitting for the national exam. 

If those requirements change, the North Dakota Rules still address the minimum requirements and will 
not need to be modified. The therapists licensed in the State will have met the certification requirements 
according to National Board of Certification of Occupational Therapy at the time of their certification and 
remain eligible for licensure. 

Submitted by, 

Marsha Waind, 

North Dakota Board of Occupational Therapy Representative 
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