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June 12, 2014 

Government Service Committee 
Senator Ron Sorvaag Chairman 

RE: Update on the PTSD Dogs grant. 

Senator Sorvaag and committee members, 

CATHY HALGUNSETH 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

The Service Dogs For American (SDA) group has four dogs trained and ready for North Dakota 

Veterans. On May 23, 2014 the Friday prior to Memorial Day we sent out a press release 

announcing the availability of this grant for Veterans with PTSD. The press release directed 

applicants to the North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs (NDDVA) website for more 

information and application packets. Our website provided these documents and links to the 

SDA website. Dozens of applications have been mailed out and an unknown number of 

applications have been downloaded. 

We are currently waiting for the pre-applications to be submitted. Only a handful of applications 

have been received in the first three weeks since the press release was posted. Several news 

stations have done stories and interviewed the SDA personnel. 

The SDA representatives are sorry they could not be at today' s meeting and they would really 

like to be invited to the next meeting. They would like to bring one of the dogs and hopefully a 

veteran that has been utilizing a service dog. 

Sincerely, 

Lonnie Wangen 
Commissioner 
NDDVA 

"Putting Veterans First" 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
5/23/20014 

North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs announces grant available for North Dakota 
Veterans with PTSD. 

North Dakota Veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) may now apply 
for a grant which may provide them with a specially trained Service Dog. These service dogs are 
trained right here in North Dakota to assist Veterans who suffer from PTSD. The dogs provide 
the special needs of the veteran they are to serve whether it is calming anxiety attacks, providing 
comfort and assurance in public settings or waking a veteran from a nightmare. PTSD service 
dogs have proven to greatly assist Veterans in returning to a more normal life and reintegrating 
back into their community. Service Dogs for America has several of these highly trained service 
dogs ready to be placed with a North Dakota veteran in need. 

To meet the minimum qualifications for a PTSD service dog under this grant, the Veteran must 
be a North Dakota resident, have a diagnosis ofPTSD, be engaged in counseling or therapy and 
have a Doctor's recommendation for a PTSD Service Dog. All qualified Veterans are urged to 
apply. The grant is made possible by the 63rd ND Legislative Assembly and private donors. 

To learn more or to download a preliminary application packet, please visit our website at 
www.nd.gov/veterans and see information about Service Dogs for America on our home page. 

About Service Dogs for America (SDA) 
SDA is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit corporation established in 1992 and located in Jud, North Dakota, 
with a mission to train and certify service dogs for individuals with disabilities. 

Contact: 
Telephone: 
Email: 

Lonnie Wangen- NDDVA 
701-239-7165 
lwangen@nd.gov 

#### 

Pamela Standing - SDA 
701-685-5009 
info@servicedogsforamerica.org 




