
SHORT TERM ASSESSMENT & TREATMENT FACILITY 
FOR YOUTH IN DEVILS LAKE, ND 

BY DO NOV AN FOUGHTY, DISTRICT .JUDGE 

For the past several years Karen Olson, Juvenile Court Officer (now retired) 

in Devils Lake has argued that there is a need for a short term assessment center 

for youth in this region of the state. Her vision was that the facility would provide 

many of the same services that are associated with "Youth Works" located in 

Bismarck. 

My interest in a youth assessment center became a lot more focused when I 

was made aware in 2013 that three tribal nations; Spirit Lake, Turtle Mountain and 

Standing Rock were housing delinquent juveniles in the regional jail in Devils 

Lake. These juveniles were being sentenced to determinant terms wherein they 

were serving 30, 60 or more days of incarceration. No counseling, treatment or 

educational services were being provided even though there was a state human 

service center less then a block away from the jail. The jail in Devils Lake no 

longer provides incarceration services for the three tribal nations. It is my 

understanding that these youth are now being transported to South Dakota for 

incarceration. It is also my understanding that they are not receiving any 

professional counseling or treatment services. 

There is a disparity in the level of service provided to youth that are 

convicted of delinquent acts in state and tribal courts in North Dakota. 

At the state level we have a two tiered system wherein services are provided 

by the Juvenile Court which is a pmi of the court system and the Division of 

Juvenile Services which falls under the Department of Corrections in the executive 

branch of government. 
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Generally, the juvenile offenders committing more serious crimes or are 

chronically involved in delinquent behavior are placed with the Department of 

Juvenile Services (DJS). Juveniles with less serious offenses are supervised in 

juvenile court either formally before a judicial officer or informally with a juvenile 

court officer. Whether a juvenile is with DJS or the juvenile court the philosophy 

of case management is the same. A continuum of care will be provided with 

comprehensive case management. 

The Division of Juvenile Services operates eight regional offices in eight 

cities across the state provided services to all counties in the state. DJS does not 

provide direct services to the juvenile tribal courts. Drawing from their on line 

home page the milieu of services provided by DJS are set out below: 

"Services are provided through a complement of professional juvenile corrections 

specialist who deliver correctional case management services across their respective region. 

Juvenile Corrections Specialist are responsible for developing a comprehensive, individualized 

plan for treatment and rehabilitation for each youth placed onto their case load. Plans are built 

based on a comprehensive correctional assessment of risk and need. Correctional assessment is 

accomplished through a collaborative ellort between the Youth Correctional Center Assessment 

Center staff as well as community based Juvenile Corrections Specialist staff. Additional 

assessments and evaluations are arranged based on the needs of the individual and the availability 

of specific assessments across the public and private statewide child serving system. 

The goals of the treatment and rehabilitation plan are accomplished in a variety of settings 

across the continuum of care. Youth might receive treatment services in their own home, the 

home of a family member, in foster or group care, in psychiatric residential treatment care, 

inpatient care, or institutional care including secure correctional placement." 

The Juvenile Court essentially provides the same services for juveniles 

except the services are provided within the community. Certainly, services are 

being provided to delinquent Native American youth on the Indian Nations. 
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However, I do not believe that the services being provided on Indian Nations are 

comparable to those being provided by the state. 

There is a need for regional collaboration between the state and tribal 

nations to better serve youth involved with the courts. Turtle Mountain and Spirit 

Lake Nations are in the Northeast Judicial District. There is a need for juvenile 

detention, shelter care and residential assessment and treatment. 
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PROPOSAL FOR SHORT-TERM CARE AND ASSESSMENT CENTER 
AND TREATMENT FACILITY 

I. Assessment Center 

A. Facility - the facility would be a 16 bed with kitchen and in house 

food preparation capacity. The facility would have one large meeting 

room and several small rooms for office space and counseling 

services. The facility would be a non-secured facility, but there 

would be electronic surveillance and outside windows and doors 

would have alarms. 

B. Juveniles- the facility would accept referrals of male and female 

youth between the ages 1 0-17. Youth under 10 will be considered on 

a case by case basis. Referrals could be made by tribal and state 

juvenile courts and law enforcement including tribal police. 

C. Services provided by the facility- Attendant Care- Juvenile who 

are arrested and who cannot return home, or who are currently under 

Jaw enforcement or court jurisdiction and/or agency custody, may be 

held in Attendant Care. In general, Attendant Care is designed for 

those juveniles who are inappropriate for short-term care because the 

expected length of supervision is only a few hours and the juveniles 

suspected offense and/or juvenile record does not warrant placement 

in a physically secure detention setting. Referrals to Attendant Care 

are typically made by law enforcement. Placement average I 2 hours. 

Short-Term Care -Youth in need of placement of a longer duration 

may be appropriate for Short-Term Care. Typical scenarios that may 

result in placement into Short-Term Care, include: 
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* 

* 

Youth at risk of long-term placement due to such issues as 

parent-child conflict, possible abuse, or other acting out 

behavior and needing further assessment. 

Youth that have run away from home and meet the 

requirements for the Runaway program. 

Youth being referred by a Human Service Center that are 

currently receiving services. 

* Youth referred by a tribal social services office or a tribal court. 

Detox- After youth have been medically cleared the facility would 

provide detox services. Referrals would come from law enforcement. 

Treatment- the facility would provide a placement for youth in need 

of treatment. Treatment would be provided by the Depatiment of Human 

Services, other government agencies or from private agencies. 
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