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Quiet Zone
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• State funded program 
assisted GF in 
establishing 3 quiet zones
– State funds of $2.25M 

critical in obtaining 
this.

• Significance is the safety 
measures implemented 
ensure quiet zone status 
despite rise in train traffic 
and/or vehicle traffic.
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MPO Freight Access to Rail
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• Grand Forks Rail Service Drivers
– Agri-Business
– Bakken Activity - Westbound
– Natural Gas – Eastbound Pipeline
– Strategic Location

• Freight Rail Access Study Objectives
– Identify areas where rail access could be 

expanded
– Incorporate expansion into long-range 

transportation plan
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Freight Access to Rail
• Growing interest to make the connection 

between freight and improving access to 
rail.

• Study identified suitable sites
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Investment Assistance
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• State provides two rail loan programs
– Initial funding was federal that converted via the 

loan/reloaning cycle to now be considered “state” 
funds

– $30M plus invested since 1979
• Mainly to preserve/upgrade that otherwise may have 

been abandoned
• With interest in rail facilities funds may be 

insufficient to award toward all the needs.
– Across the state there are many rail projects 

outside the massive investment BNSF has 
committed to.
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