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NDSU Research Foundation (NDSlJ /RF) 

• Separate 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation. 

• Owns and manages Intellectual Property (IP) 
developed at NDSU. 

• www. ndsuresearchfoundation.org 
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1- NDSU /RF Services 

• Coordinates I P protection (patent, trademark, PVP 
certification, copyright). 

• Market IP to industrial and commercial entities. 

• Negotiate licenses to practice IP rights. 

• Administers executed license agreements. 

o Monitor for continued development of technology. 

o Monitor for compliance and payments. 

• Facilitate start-up companies utilizing NDSU 
developed IP. 

• Enforcement of IP rights. 
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Net Licensing ReYenue Distribution 

Procedure 

• After recovery of patenting and licensing 
expenses: 

o 30% to the inventors/breeders 

o 40%* to the Depts/Units 

o 30%* Retained by NDSU/RF** 

*Varies some in Ag 

**30% of NDSU/RF share in Endowment 
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Status ofTcchnology 

• Crop Varieties-R&D is mostly done and is 
ready for commercialization . 

• Other Inventions-expensive to patent, very 
early stage, need considerable R&D to ,....--...,._ 
develop into a commercial product or 
attractive for licensing. 

• NO Venture Grant Program-is a good tool to 
develop a technology and assess start-up 
potential. 
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IP from Research 

• Patentable inventions. 

• Plant Variety Protected (PVP) plant varieties. 

• Trademarks-associated with horticultural 
varieties. 

• Copyright-software. 

• Research tools, germplasm, software, know­
how, etc. 
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DSURF Start-up Companies 

• Dakota Technologies - Fargo (Equity). 

• Fluorescence Innovations- Minneapolis (Equity). 

(Equity and License)- FY-11. 

• • ~l:-lf"J<?~ ., , -Elinor Specialty Coatings 
LLC- Fargo (License)- FY-11 and FY-14. 
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DSlJRF Start-up Cotnpanics (continued) 

- Fargo (RTP) and Walcott 
(Equity and License)- FY-12. 

• HQC BioSciences- Christine and Fargo 
(RTP)(Equity and License) - FY-14 

• Renuvix LLC- Fargo (RTP) (Option to license) 
-FY-14. 

• 2 start-ups in Formation/Negotiation and others 
Contemplated-NO Venture Grant Proposals 
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DSURF Licensing Success 
• FY-13 $2.17 million in licensing revenue--ranks 

well with other land grant universities and 
universities w/o medical schools. 

• 51 licenses executed-15 exclusive - 36 non­
exclusive. 

0 4 of top 5 wheat varieties on 46% of NO 
acres. 

0 9 of top 10 durum varieties on 92% of NO 
acres. 

0 Liquid silicon- FY-13. 
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(continued) 

• Biomedical device coating FY-12. 

• Magnesium primer coating for 
aerospace-FY-06 

:\P~! ,· ' 

II 1-listoric NDSURF Licensing Revenue and 
Expense Surnn1ary 

$375,805 $463,053 $428,826 $494,019 $380,081 $391 ,834 $499,319 $547,827 

$515,802 $530,184 $441 ,068 $585,369 $775,415 $873,566 $788,735 

$99,927 $61,020 $65,561 $155,710 $283,662 $354,468 $401,629 $394,450 $415,093 

$71 1,711 $470,962 $296,021 $145,792 $14,860 $3,575 $6,210 

$306,775 $313,940 $370,052 $220,712 $285,732 $301,171 $388,695 $340,317 
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NDSU Technology Transfer Office 
Inventions Reported 

Inforrnation: 

Dale Zetocha 
Executive Director, NDSURF 
dzetocha@ndsurf.org 
701-231 -8931 

Dale Zetocha 
Director, NDSU TTO 
dale.zetocha@ndsu .ed u 
701-231-8931 
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