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SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

March 12, 2014

TO: Rep. Chet Pollert, Chairman, and Members of the Budget Section Committee
FR: Al Jaeger, Secretary of State

RE: Section 7 of HB 1002 (2013 Session Laws, Chapter 2)
Secretary of State - Quarterly report of credit card usage and fees

The attached report is submitted for the committee’s review. It consists of three sections.

The first section is a series of three graphs that provides the historical credit card data from the
2011/2013 biennium. On the first graph (# 1), the straight line represents the monthly budget
appropriated in the 2011 session for the agency’s credit card fees. At the end of the biennium,
the total expended for the agency’s credit card fees was 78% higher than the budgeted amount.
The second (# 2) and third (# 3) graphs for that biennium show the number of credit card
transactions processed each month and the gross monthly dollar amount of those transactions.

The second section is also a series of three graphs (# 4, # 5, # 6) that provides the same data
for the 2013/2015 biennium and covers the first seven months of the biennium. Although the
fees expended are currently less than budgeted, the average of the monthly fees through
January in this biennium is still 78% higher per month than what was appropriated in the
previous 2011/2013 biennium. It is anticipated that the usage of credit cards will increase
significantly when the new agency’s new software system is deployed because it will allow
online filing and payment.

As a supplement to the above information, the third section contains another graph (# 7) that
begins July 2009. Although it only represents the monthly activity in the Secretary of State’s
business registration unit, it also mirrors the overall activity in the Secretary of State’s office
(e.g., contractor licensing, notaries public, etc.).

The business related registrations in the 2011/2013 biennium were 88% greater than in the
2009/2011 biennium, which is the benchmark biennium. Through the first seven months of the
2013/2015 biennium, the registrations are still 68% higher when compared to the benchmark
biennium of 2009/2011.

Based on the benchmark of June 2009, the number of active contractor licenses on file in
February 2014 was 75% greater than were listed as active four and half years ago.
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No credit card billing was received for August 2011
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Secretary of State - # of New Filings per Month
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