
2/3/2014

1

Continuing Progress on Rural 
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ND Rural Water Systems ND Rural Water Systems 
AssociationAssociation

Rural Water in ND

• History of RW development in ND 

• Historical RW project funding 
mechanisms

• Present state of RW projects & 
funding

• Future of RW

• Obstacles facing RW Systems

Rural Water History

• Grand-Forks Traill RW District

Grand Forks-Traill

• 1st Rural Water System in ND
• Official Organization June 26, 

1969
• 1st Water was served October 

15, 1972
• Completion Date of December 15, 

1972

Why Rural Water?

• Sufficient quantity of poor 
quality

• Sufficient quantity of good 
water, which is only available at 
a very high cost

Major Steps in Forming a 
RW Association

• Generating Interest
• Membership Drive
• Feasibility Study
• Formalize Organization

– Nonprofit Corp or Coop

• Obtaining Financing
• Operating Procedures

bmetz
Text Box
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New Technology Made 
Rural Water Possible

• PVC (Gasketed vs Solvent 
Welded)

• Large Plows
• Engineering Ingenuity

Financial Assistance

• Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA)
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FmHA

• $3,000,000 was loaned to GFT
• 40 year Loan
• 5% Interest
• Largest Loan of its kind
• Paid back with water rates
• Senator Milton Young

GFT Water Rates

• $250 Membership Fee
• $14.50/5000 Gallons

Top 3 Reasons for Joining

1. Convenience
2. Increased Quantity of Water
3. Stable Quantity of Water

Top 3 Water Using Devices 
Expected to be Purchased

1. Automatic Clothes Washer
2. Dishwasher
3. Garbage Disposal

Expected Change in Water 
Use

• 79% Expect to Increase Water 
Usage

Rising Costs Plague Water 
Groups

Plastic Pipe – Petroleum Product
• Availability of the pipe became 

limited
• Prices Rose Considerably
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Cost Per Connection

$3,400 for GFT
$4,700 for North Valley
To keep costs in line, the capacity 

of  North Valley had to be 
reduced. 2 GPM to 1 GPM.

State Association

• New Systems faced 
Organizational and Logistical 
Challenges

• Grassroots Organization for 
Training and Communication

• 1974 – 18 known systems
• Geography
• New Personnel
• Part-Timers

National Association

• 1976
• 8 States, including ND
• Help meet the Requirements of 

the Safe Drinking Water Act of 
1974

Community Water Facility 
Loan Program

• 1975, 1st Attempt Failed
• Next Session, $10,000,000 to 

Supplement FmHA Funding
• 3% Interest
• $15,000,000 added last session

“Quotable Quotes”
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Victor Ertman, Manager of Cass and 
Richland County rural water 
systems.

“Theoretically, rural water isn’t 
supposed to make any money. So 
far, we have been very successful 
at that.”

Rural Water Across 
the State Today

• 32 Rural/Regional Water 
Systems

• >200,000 People are Served

• 63% of the 357 inc. Cities

• >100,000 rural residents

• All 53 Counties have RW

Rural Water Districts

• NDCC 61-35

• Considered Political 
Subdivisions of the State

• No Taxing Authority

Regional Water Systems

A system that provides water to at 
least four public water systems 
and may also include rural 
water users
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Sources of Water

• Ground Water

• Surface Water

• Some Purchase from a City or 
other RWs

Current RW Rates

• $39.66/month
• $5.32/1000 gallons
• $71.15 for 6000 gallons

RW Funding

• USDA-RD, formerly FmHA

• Community Water Facility Loans

• Drinking Water SRF Program

• Municipal, Rural and Industrial 
Water Supply Program (MR&I)-
Federal

• Resources Trust Fund-State 
Water Supply Program

MR&I Program

• 1986 Garrison Diversion Unit 
Reformulation Act

• Responsibility of water delivery

• Authorized $200M for MR&I 
Program

• Additional $200M with the 
Dakota Water Resources Act of 
2000

MR&I Program

• To Date, over $346M for system 
expansion and improvements

• Total Owed: $495M (Indexing)

• $149M Remaining

State Water Supply 
Funding for Rural Water

• Resources Trust Fund

• $15M in 11-13 Biennium

• $55M in 13-15 Biennium
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The Future of RW in ND

Challenges

• High Rates since the beginning
• Territorial Issues – 1926b…
• Economy of Scale
• Large Service Areas

– Distance to Serve

• Limited Federal Funds
• Aging Infrastructure
• Early System Issues
• Lack of Water

Possible Challenge

• SWC Draft Policies

Positive Aspects of RW

• Thousands of Rural Residents & 
Communities now/will have good 
Quality/Quantity Water

• A more stable population in 
rural areas

• An improvement in Quality of life 
in ND.
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Any Burning Questions?
Eric Volk

ericvolk@ndrw.org

701-258-9249

Thank You!









Rural Water System Rates
December 2013

SYSTEM # of Users Minimum Cost Minimum Gal. $/1000 Gal. $/6000 Gal. Affordability
Agassiz Water Users District 1334 $20.00 0 $5.50 $53.00 1.23%
All Seasons Water Users District System 1-4 722 $32.00 0 $6.50 $71.00 1.65%
All Seasons Water Users District System 4 Phase 1&2 107 $42.00 0 $5.00 $72.00 1.67%
All Seasons Water Users District System 5 480 $42.00 0 $5.00 $72.00 1.67%
Barnes Rural Water District 1365 $38.00 0 $5.00 $68.00 1.58%
Barnes Rural Water District-New 258 $56.00 0 $6.00 $92.00 2.14%
Cass Rural Water District 4076 $26.00 0 $4.20 $51.20 1.19%
Central Plains Water District 760 $30.00 0 $5.50 $63.00 1.46%
Dakota Rural Water District 599 $37.00 0 $4.25 $62.50 1.45%
Dakota Rural Water District Expansion 188 $47.00 0 $4.25 $72.50 1.68%
Garrison Rural Water Association 526 $25.00 0 $3.12 $43.72 1.02%
Grand Forks Traill Water District 2429 $26.00 0 $5.05 $56.30 1.31%
Grand Forks Traill Water District-New $55.00 0 $5.05 $85.30 1.98%
Greater Ramsey Water District 746 $30.00 0 $3.75 $52.50 1.22%
Greater Ramsey Water District  Expansion 997 $42.00 0 $3.75 $64.50 1.50%
Langdon Rural Water District 964 $46.00 0 $6.00 $82.00 1.91%
McKenzie County Water Resource District 191 $45.00 0 $5.25 $76.50 1.78%
McLean Sheridan Rural Water 520 $49.00 0 $6.91 $90.46 2.10%
McLean Sheridan Rural Water/Washburn Project $59.00 0 $5.25 $90.50 2.10%
Missouri West Water System 1400 $35.00 0 $4.79 $63.74 1.48%
North Central Rural Water Consortium 1300 $52.00 0 $5.65 $85.90 2.00%
North Prairie Rural Water District 2500 $47.00 0 $6.65 $86.90 2.02%
North Valley Water District 1340 $30.00 0 $6.00 $66.00 1.53%
R&T Water Supply Association 65 $17.00 0 $4.00 $41.00 0.95%
South Central Regional Water District 5326 $34.00 0 $7.00 $76.00 1.77%
Southeast Water Users District West 544 $45.00 0 $3.00 $63.00 1.46%
Southeast Water Users District Central 791 $45.00 0 $5.25 $76.50 1.78%
Southeast Water Users District East 1699 $26.00 0 $4.00 $50.00 1.16%
Southwest Water Authority 4541 $44.05 2000 $3.96 $59.89 1.39%
State Line Water Cooperative 452 $30.00 0 $4.30 $55.80 1.30%
Stutsman Rural Water District 1300 $37.00 0 $4.00 $61.00 1.42%
Stutsman Rural Water District Expansion Project $45.00 0 $4.00 $69.00 1.60%
Traill Rural Water District 779 $55.00 0 $6.00 $91.00 2.11%
Tri-County Water District 700 $40.50 0 $6.00 $76.50 1.78%
Tri-County Water District Expansion 240 $51.50 2000 $6.00 $75.50 1.75%
Tri-County Water District Expansion II $51.50 1000 $6.00 $81.50 1.89%
Upper Souris Water District 992 $24.00 0 $9.00 $78.00 1.81%
Walsh Rural Water District R1 1181 $31.00 0 $6.00 $67.00 1.56%
Walsh Rural Water District R2 11 $45.00 0 $6.00 $81.00 1.88%
Walsh Rural Water District R3 137 $48.00 0 $6.00 $84.00 1.95%
Walsh Rural Water District R4 15 $55.00 0 $6.00 $91.00 2.11%
Williams Rural Water District 1641 $35.00 0 $8.40 $85.40 1.98%

43216
Monthly Median $42.00 $5.25 $72.00
Monthly Average $39.78 $5.32 $71.06
Yearly Average $852.75

ND Household Median Income $51,641 2008-2012

Afforability, expressed in % of HMI 1.65%



Date Approved Amount Approved Grant % Other
McLean-Sheridan Water District - Blue Lake/Brush Lake Service Area 2/27/2013 $800,000 50 $700,000 Federal and $100,000 SWC

North Central Rural Water Consortium - City of Plaza 2/27/2013 $250,000 50
Stutsman Rural Water District - Phases II and III Expansions 2/27/2013 $10,000,000 73.5

$11,050,000

Stutsman Rural Water District, Phase III - Kidder County 7/23/2013 $650,000 75
Stutsman Rural Water District, Phase IIB - Carrington Area 7/23/2013 $557,000 75
North Central Rural Water Consortium - Carpio/Berthold II 7/23/2013 $1,950,000 75
North Central Rural Water Consortium - Deering/Granville 7/23/2013 $180,000 75 Engineering & cultural resource study ($2,820,000 of grant left to receive)

South Central Regional Rural Water System - Kidder County 7/23/2013 $196,500 75 Engineering & cultural resource study ($3,553,500 of grant left to receive)

Greater Ramsey Water District - SW Nelson Co. Expansion 7/23/2013 $150,000 75 Engineering & cultural resource study ($2,850,000 of grant left to receive)

$3,683,500

Missouri West Water System - South Mandan 10/7/2013 $400,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

Grand Forks-Traill Water District - Improvements 10/7/2013 $2,900,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

Grand Forks-Traill Water District - Rural expansion 10/7/2013 $490,000 75
Langdon Rural Water District - ABM Pipeline, Phase I 10/7/2013 $1,040,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

Langdon Rural Water District - North Valley Nekoma 10/7/2013 $800,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

North Valley Water District - ABM Pipeline, Phase I 10/7/2013 $565,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

North Valley Water District - 93 Street 10/7/2013 $1,290,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

North Valley Water District - 2013 Rural Expansion 10/7/2013 $865,500 75
Walsh Rural Water District - Ground Storage 10/7/2013 $684,000 50 Requested 66% Grant

Cass Rural Water District - Plant Improvements, Phase II 10/7/2013 $2,600,000 50
Central Plains Water District - Improvements 10/7/2013 $1,450,000 50 Requested 75% Grant

Tri-County Water District - Improvements 10/7/2013 $650,000 50
Barnes Rural Water District - WTP Improvements 10/7/2013 $1,310,000 50
Barnes Rural Water District - Rural Expansion 10/7/2013 $3,290,000 75
South Central Regional Water District - New users in Expansion Area 10/7/2013 $700,000 75 Federal MR&I

$19,034,500

Total out the Door as of 10/17/2013 $33,768,000 State and Federal

What is left from the $55M we were working off of? $22,632,000 Adjusted for Federal MR&I money 

Additional Money Owed to 3 Expansion Projects from 7/23/2013 $9,223,500

Remaining RTF Budgeted Money for 2013-15 Biennium $13,408,500











 



 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE WATER COMMISSION 
 

COST-SHARE POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

The State Water Commission has adopted this policy to support local sponsors in development of 
sustainable water related projects in North Dakota.  This policy reflects the State Water Commission’s 
cost-share priorities and provides basic requirements for all projects considered for prioritization during 
the agency’s budgeting process.  Projects and studies that receive cost-share funding from the agency’s 
appropriated funds are consistent with the public interest.   The State Water Commission values and 
relies on local sponsors and their participation to assure on-the- ground support for projects and prudent 
expenditure of funding for evaluations and project construction. It is the policy of the State Water 
Commission that only the items described in this document shall be eligible for cost-share upon approval 
by the State Water Commission, unless specifically authorized by State Water Commission action. 
 
I.       DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY 
 

A. CONSTRUCTION COSTS  include but are not limited to, earthwork, concrete, mobilization 
and demobilization, dewatering, materials, seeding, rip-rap, re-routing electrical 
transmission lines, moving storm and sanitary sewer system and other underground 
utilities and conveyance systems affected by construction, irrigation supply works, and 
other items and services provided by the contractor. Construction costs are only eligible 
for cost-share if incurred after State Water Commission approval and if the local sponsor 
has complied with North Dakota Century Code in soliciting and awarding bids and 
contracts, and complied with all applicable federal, state, and local laws. 

 
B. ENGINEERING SERVICES   include  preliminary  and  final  engineering  design including 

associated cultural and archeological studies, project inspections, construction  contract  
management,  material  testing,  flood  insurance  studies, hydraulic models, and 
geotechnical investigations.   Administrative services and support services performed and 
charged by engineer companies are not engineering services.   Engineering services are 
eligible costs if incurred after State Water Commission approval.  If cost-share is expected 
to be greater than $25,000, the local sponsor  must  follow  the  engineering  selection  
process  in  NDCC  54-44.7  and provide a copy of the selection committee report to the 
Chief Engineer. 

 
C. IMPROVEMENTS   are construction related projects that upgrade a facility to provide 

increased efficiency or other benefits.  Improvements do not include any activities that are 
operation, maintenance, replacement, or reconstruction. 

 
D. *Should be moved elsewhere*INELIGIBLE ITEMS will be excluded from cost-share 

and include but are not limited to:
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1 Administrative costs and the purchase of, easements;, and permit related costs; 
2 Property acquisitions and, property surveys, and legal expenses are ineligible items 

except under the Flood Recovery Grant Program or the Flood Protection Grant 
Program; 

3 Projects that commence prior to a cost-share approval date, and project costs that 
have been incurred prior to a cost-share approval date, except for emergencies as 
determined by the Chief Engineer; 

4 Project related operation, maintenance, replacement costs, and reconstruction costs; 
5 Funding contributions provided by federal, other states, or other North Dakota 

state entities that supplant the project cost of the local sponsor; and 
6 Work incurred outside the scope of the approved study or project; 

 

E. EXPANSIONS are construction related projects that increase the project area served.  
Expansions do not include any activities that are operation, maintenance, replacement, or 
reconstruction. 

 
F. LOCAL SPONSOR must be a federal or state entity, a political subdivision, a tribal nation 

or a commission legislatively granted North Dakota recognition that applies necessary 
local funding to match State Water Commission cost-share.  They provide direction for 
studies and projects, public point of contact for communication on public benefits and 
local concerns, and acquire necessary permits and rights of way. 

 
G. MAINTENANCE COSTS include, but are not limited to, repairs and general upkeep of 

facilities, including deferred repairs, tofacilities to allow facilities to continue proper 
operation and function. 

 
H. PROJECT is the water-related planning, engineering and construction activityactivities. 

 
I. REPLACEMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION COSTS include, but are not limited to, the 

removal of portions of facilities or components that have completed their useful life and 
substitution with different components to obtain the same or similar function of the 
original facilities or components. 

 
J. SUSTAINABLE OPERATION, MAINTENANCE, AND REPLACEMENT PLAN is a 

description of the anticipated operation, maintenance, and capital replacement costs with 
a statement of the operation, maintenance, and replacement of the project will be 
sustainable by the local sponsor. 

 
K. AFFORDABILITY is the ability to pay for a water project without affecting a user’s ability 

to pay for other essential goods and services. Factors to be considered in determining 
affordability include, but are not limited to, rate impact on the capacity of water users to 
support the full cost of water service through user charges, economy of scales, 
socioeconomic conditions of the service territory, local sponsor’s financial capacity, access 
to private capital, eligibility for other public capital, and fiscal conditions. 
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II.    COST-SHARE APPLICATION AND APPROVAL PROCEDURES.  The State Water Commission will 
not consider any request for cost-share of water related projects or studies unless an application is 
first made to the Chief Engineer by the local sponsor.  No funds shall be used in violation of the 
Anti-Gift Clause of the North Dakota Constitution. 

 
A. APPLICATION REQUIRED.  An application for cost-share must be submitted by the local 

sponsor on the State Water Commission Cost-Share Request form. The application form 
is maintained and updated by the Chief Engineer and must include the following: 

 
1 Category of cost-share activity 
2 Location of the proposed project or study area 
3 Description, purpose, goal, objective, narrative of the proposed activities 
4 Delineation of costs 
5 Potential federal or other state entity cost-share participation 
6 Preliminary designs, if applicable 
7 Status of required permitting 
8 Potential territorial service area conflicts, if applicable 
9 Sustainable operation, maintenance, and replacement plan for the project 
10 Additional information as deemed appropriate by the Chief Engineer 

 
Applications for cost-share are separate and distinct from the State Water Commission 
biennial project information collection effort that is part of the budgeting process. An 
application for cost-share is required in all cases.  All local sponsors are encouraged to 
submit projects and studies needs during the budgeting process.  Unless determined to be 
an emergency that directly impacts human health and safety, or that is a direct result of a 
natural disaster, requests submitted after the budgeting process may be held until action 
can be taken on applications that were included during budgeting. 

 
Applications for cost-share are accepted at any time. Applications received 30 days or less 
before a State Water Commission meeting will not be considered at that meeting, and will 
be held for consideration at a future meeting. 

 
B. PRE-APPLICATION.  A pre-application process is allowed when cost-share assistance is 

being requested for an assessment project.  This process will require the applicant to 
submit a brief narrative of the project, preliminary designs, and a delineation of costs.  
The Chief Engineer will then review the material presented, make a determination of 
project eligibility, and estimate the cost-share funding the project might anticipate 
receiving.  A determination-of-eligibility letter will then be sent to the applicant noting the 
percentage of cost-share assistance that may be expected on eligible items as well as listing 
those items that are not considered to be eligible costs. In addition, the letter will state 
that the Chief Engineer will recommend approval when all cost-share requirements are 
addressed.  The applicant may use the determination of eligibility letter to develop a 
project budget for use in the assessment voting process.  Upon completion of the 
assessment vote and all other requirements an application for cost-share can be 
submitted. 

 
C. REVIEW. Upon receiving an application for cost-share, the Chief Engineer shall review 

the application and accompanying information. If the Chief Engineer is satisfied that the 
proposal meets all requirements, the Chief Engineer shall present the application along 
with a recommendation to the State Water Commission for their action.  The Chief 
Engineer’s review of the application will include the following items, and any other 
considerations that the Chief Engineer deems necessary and appropriate. 
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1      Applicable engineering plans and specifications; 
2      Field inspection, if deemed necessary by the Chief Engineer; 
3      The percentage and limit of proposed cost-share determined by category of cost- 
        share activity and eligible expenses; 
4      Assurance of sustainable operation, maintenance, and replacement of project 
        facilities by the local sponsor; 
5      Status of permitting and service area agreements; 
6      Available funding in the State Water Commission budget, and budget priorities. 

 
The Chief Engineer is authorized to cost-share up to $50,000 and also approve cost 
overruns up to $50,000 without State Water Commission action. 
 
If the proposal or parts of the proposal are not eligible for funding, the Chief Engineer 
shall notify the applicant of and include the reasons for ineligibility in writing. 

 
D. NOTICE.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  give  notice  to  local  sponsors  when  their 

application for cost-share is placed on the tentative agenda of the State Water 
Commission’s next meeting. 

 
E. AGREEMENT AND DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.  No funds will be disbursed until the 

State Water Commission and local sponsor have entered into an agreement for state cost-
share participation. No agreement will be entered until all required State Engineer permits 
have been acquired. 
 
For construction projects, the agreement will specify that the local sponsor shall require 
all project contractors and service providers to agree to defend, indemnify and hold 
harmless the local sponsor and the state from any and all vicarious and other derivative 
claims that arise out of the contractor’s performance under the agreement, except for 
claims based upon the local sponsor or state’s own direct active acts of negligence, sole 
negligence or intentional misconduct. This obligation to defend, indemnify, and hold 
harmless does not extend to professional liability claims arising from professional errors 
and omissions.  The local sponsor shall require that the local sponsor and the state be 
made an additional insured on the contractor’s commercial general liability policy 
including any excess policies, to the extent applicable. The levels and types of insurance 
required in any contract shall be reviewed and concurred by the Chief Engineer. The local 
sponsor may not agree to any provision which limits or purports to limit the liability of a 
contractor or in which the local sponsor agrees to indemnify a contractor. 
 
The Chief Engineer may make partial payment of cost-sharing funds as deemed 
appropriate. Upon notice by the local sponsor that all work or construction has been 
completed, the Chief Engineer may conduct a final field inspection. If the Chief Engineer 
is satisfied that the work has been completed in accordance with the agreement, the final 
payment will be disbursed to the project sponsor, less any partial payment previously 
made. 

 
F. LITIGATION. If a project submitted for cost-share is the subject of litigation, the 

application may be deferred until the litigation is resolved. If a project approved for cost-
share becomes the subject of litigation before all funds have been disbursed, the Chief 
Engineer may withhold such funds until the litigation is resolved. 
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III.   COST-SHARE CATEGORIES.  The State Water Commission will support the following cost-share   
categories   based   on   percentages   described   in   this   section. Engineering services for all 
categories may be eligible for cost-share up to 35 percent. 

 
A. PRE-CONSTRUCTION EXPENSES.    The State Water Commission supports local 

sponsor development of feasibility studies, mapping, and preliminary engineering designs 
reports as part of pre-construction activities to develop support for projects within this 
cost- share policy.  The State Water Commission may provide cost-share up to 35 75 
percent of the eligible items of any cost-share application for the activities listed below. 
Copies of the deliverables must be provided to the Chief Engineer upon completion. The  
Chief  Engineer  will  determine  the  payment  schedule  and  interim  progress report 
requirements. 

 
1 Feasibility studies to identify water related problems and options to solve or 

alleviate the problem, and evaluate the options for technical and financial feasibility 
to provide a recommendation and cost estimate of the best option to pursue. 

 
2 Mapping and surveying to gather data for a specific task such as flood insurance 

studies and flood plain mapping, LiDAR acquisition, and flood imagery attainment, 
which are valuable to managing water resources. 

 
B. WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS 

 
1 WATER SUPPLY GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM. 

a) The State Water Commission supports water supply efforts and will use a 
grant and loan program.  The local sponsor may apply for water supply 
funding, and the application will be reviewed to determine project 
category.  Program funds may be provided in the form of grants or loans, 
or both.  All Projects projects within categories (1) thru (57) below may 
be considered for loan funding up to 50 100 percent of project costs. and 
Projects within categories (1) and thru (23) below may be considered for 
grant funding of up to 60 75 percent cost-share. in lieu of a loan. Projects 
within category (4) may be considered for grant funding of up to 50 
percent cost-share. Projects in category (5) may be considered for loan 
funding only. Projects within categories (6) and (7) may be considered for 
grant funding on a case by case basis depending on levels of impact. 

 
(1) Addresses a lack of water supply for domestic use or upgrades 

a water supply to primary safe drinking water act standards; 
(2) Supports expansion of a water supply system serving an area 

that has a 3-year average population growth in excess of 3% 
per year, as determined by the Chief Engineer; 

(3)  Assists with improvements in service areas where the 
anticipated project costs would cause the cost per user of the 
system to become unaffordable; 

(4) Rural and Regional water supply projects that increase 
system efficiencies and other benefits; 

(5) All other water supply projects that are unable to obtain 
financing elsewhere; 

(36) Water treatment improvements to address impacts from other 
State Water Commission projects; grant funding to be 
determined based on level of impact by State Water 
Commission project; 

(4) Assists with improvements in service areas where the 
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anticipated cost per user each year (based on 5,000 gallons per 
month), divided by the average annual median income per 
user, is in the top quartile of all similar water systems in the 
state, as determined by the Chief Engineer; 

(57) Addresses extraordinary repairs or replacement needs of a 
water supply system due to damages from a recent natural 
disaster. 

 
The State Water Commission will periodically set the interest rate on the loan 
program, taking into consideration other loan programs. If ability to pay for local 
cost-share is a concern, the Chief Engineer can provide a recommendation for 
public finance options. 

 
Water Depots for industrial use receiving water from facilities constructed using 
State Water Commission funding or loans have the following additional 
requirements: 

(1)  Domestic water supply has priority over industrial water supply in 
times of shortage. This must be explicit in the water service contracts 
with industrial users. 

(2)  If water service will be contracted, public notice of availability of the 
water service contracts is required. 

(3)  A portion of the water supply at any depot must be available on a 
non- contracted basis for public access. 

 
2 MUNICIPAL, RURAL AND INDUSTRIAL WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM.  The federal 

Municipal, Rural, and Industrial Water Supply Program (MR&I) is administered 
according to the policies, procedures, and general requirements set forth in North 
Dakota Administrative Code Article 89-12. 

 
3 RURAL WATER INDIVIDUAL CONNECTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. This 

program is intended to assist individuals, who are not part of an expansion 
project, to connect to an existing regional/rural water supply system. The State 
Water Commission may provide up to 75 percent cost-share of eligible items for 
individuals connecting to a regional/rural water supply system, limited to a 
maximum cost-share of $40,000(possibly what SWA currently uses). Project 
eligibility shall be consistent with current water supply project policies. 

 




