APPENDIX Q

Testimony
to Health Services Committee
Wednesday, January 8%, 2014

Good morning Chairman Lee and members of the Health Services Committee.
This testimony is prepared by Susan Kahler, Tobacco Prevention and Community
Outreach Coordinator of Bismarck Burleigh Public Health (BBPH). This testimony is
being provided today to relate the BBPH experience as a grantee of the ND Center
for Tobacco Prevention and Control Policy’s comprehensive tobacco prevention
and control program

We are fortunate enough to have received professional training and technical
support from Initiative Measure funds through the ND Center for Tobacco
Prevention and Control Policy. We were able to develop a partnership with United
Tribes Technical College (UTTC) and provided education, resources and training
about the importance of strengthening their smoke-free policy to comprehensive
tobacco free policy to include the entire campus.

BBPH was able to collaborate with Char Day, Program Manager from American
Nonsmokers' Rights Foundation {(ANRF). She offered her expertise with working
on tribal tobacco free policy and valuable insight. The results were UTTC
Administrative Council moving forward to pass a comprehensive tobacco free
policy on November 21%, 2013 with an implementation date of January 1, 2014.

This funding, provided through the ND Center for Tobacco Prevention and Control
Policy, gave UTTC the available resources for technical support in development of
educational materials for their students and administration of the benefits for a
tobacco-free campus to assist with reducing tobacco use rates, along with
implementation of the tobacco free policy.

The United Tribes Technical College is the first tribal college in North Dakota to
adopt a “Tobacco Free” campus policy and is also the third tobacco-free tribal
college in the entire United States. UTTC recognizes the value of a tobacco-free
policy and that it will benefit their students in present and the future by providing
a healthy and safe environment to learn. With the implementation of this policy,
UTTC now protects approximately 1,160 students, faculty, staff and families from
exposure to tobacco.
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