
APPENDIX C 

Judge Frank Racek January 23, 2014 

Interim Judiciary Committee 

1. Currently, 7 different fees in criminal cases - some with subparts. 

2. Different statutes, rules on waiver, and distribution of fLmds. 

3. Need planning, business practices and programming for: 

a. 7 different fees in Judgments; 
b. 7 different fees in Accounts Receivable; 
c. 7 different fees in Monthly Reports; 
d. 7 different fees in Clerk's Session Works; 
e. Taking payments (many of which are partial); and 
f. Court sentencing. 

4. Would like to reduce these to one fee distributed as directed by the legislature. 
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Criminal Court fees: 

Criminal Court Administration Fee 
Class B misdemeanor 
Class A misdemeanor 
Class C felony 

Class B felony 
Class A & AA felony 

Indigent Defense and Facility Improvement Fee 
Indigent Defense Application Fee 
Victim Witness Fee 
Community Service Fee 
Indigent Defense Recoupment Fee 

Misdemeanor 
Felony 

Check Collection Service Fee 

$125 
$200 
$400 
$650 
$900 
$100 
$}5 

$25 
$25 

$260 
$455 
$10 or 25% of the restitution, 
whichever is greater 
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2003‐05 2005‐07 2007‐09 2009‐11 2011‐13 Ave per Percent
Biennium Biennium Biennium Biennium Biennium Biennium of Total

Criminal Court Admin Fees  $2,711,223 $4,356,820 $4,979,719 $4,719,007 $5,474,416 $4,448,237 53.4%
Indigent Defense Recoup  $369,713 $374,451 $383,222 $288,519 $347,152 $352,611 4.2%
Total General Fund $3,080,936 $4,731,271 $5,362,941 $5,007,526 $5,821,568 $4,800,848 57.7%

Indigent Defense Application Fee /1 $102,948 $152,496 $182,881 $180,517 $186,436 $161,056 1.9%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐Courts  $873,660 $1,273,383 $1,323,931 $1,276,192 $1,496,381 $1,248,709 15.0%
Indigent Defense Admin Fee ‐I.D.  /1 $1,163,660 $1,536,117 $1,613,932 $1,566,192 $1,786,383 $1,533,257 18.4%
Restitution Collection Assistance Fund  $39,259 $47,908 $52,704 $47,923 $47,409 $47,041 0.6%
Community Service Supervision Fee  /2 $0 $0 $71,619 $51,378 $53,837 $58,945 0.7%
Victim Witness Fee (county) $363,485 $433,693 $483,183 $499,431 $605,074 $476,973 5.7%
Total Special Funds $2,543,012 $3,443,598 $3,728,251 $3,621,633 $4,175,519 $3,525,981 42.3%

Total $5,623,949 $8,174,869 $9,091,192 $8,629,159 $9,997,087 $8,326,829 100.0%

Total criminal cases /3 62,781             61,784             55,663             55,004              62,073             59,461            

/1 Indigent Defense became a separate agency in 2006.
/2 The community service supervision fee was not tracked by the court system prior to the 2007‐09 biennium.
/3 The number of cases filed per biennium does not necessarily have a direct correlation as to when revenues are collected.  Most defendants are unable to 

pay their entire obligation when the fines and fees are assessed. In these cases payment schedules are established to allow for payment over time.

AVERAGE REVENUES PER BIENNIUM



2003‐05 2005‐07 2007‐09 2009‐11 2011‐13
Biennium Percent Biennium Percent Biennium Percent Biennium Percent Biennium Percent

Criminal Court Admin Fees  $2,711,223 48.2% $4,356,820 53.3% $4,979,719 54.8% $4,719,007 54.7% $5,474,416 54.8%
Indigent Defense Recoup  $369,713 6.6% $374,451 4.6% $383,222 4.2% $288,519 3.3% $347,152 3.5%
Total General Fund $3,080,936 54.8% $4,731,271 57.9% $5,362,941 59.0% $5,007,526 58.0% $5,821,568 58.2%

Indigent Defense Application Fee /1 $102,948 1.8% $152,496 1.9% $182,881 2.0% $180,517 2.1% $186,436 1.9%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐Courts  $873,660 15.5% $1,273,383 15.6% $1,323,931 14.6% $1,276,192 14.8% $1,496,381 15.0%
Indigent Defense Admin Fee ‐I.D.  /1 $1,163,660 20.7% $1,536,117 18.8% $1,613,932 17.8% $1,566,192 18.1% $1,786,383 17.9%
Restitution Collection Assistance Fund $39,259 0.7% $47,908 0.6% $52,704 0.6% $47,923 0.6% $47,409 0.5%
Community Service Supervision Fee /2 $0 0.0% $0 0.0% $71,619 0.8% $51,378 0.6% $53,837 0.5%
Victim Witness Fee (county) $363,485 6.5% $433,693 5.3% $483,183 5.3% $499,431 5.8% $605,074 6.1%
Total Special Funds $2,543,012 45.2% $3,443,598 42.1% $3,728,251 41.0% $3,621,633 42.0% $4,175,519 41.8%

Total $5,623,949 100.0% $8,174,869 100.0% $9,091,192 100.0% $8,629,159 100.0% $9,997,087 100.0%

Total criminal cases** /3 62,781                61,784             55,663               55,004             62,073            

/1 Indigent Defense became a separate agency in 2006.
/2 The community service supervision fee was not tracked by the court system prior to the 2007‐09 biennium.
/3 The number of cases filed per biennium does not necessarily have a direct correlation as to when revenues are collected.  Most defendants are unable to 

pay their entire obligation when the fines and fees are assessed. In these cases payment schedules are established to allow for payment over time.

REVENUES PER BIENNIUM



Average per Percent
6/30/2008 6/30/2009 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012 6/30/2013 Fiscal Year of Total

General Fund:
Criminal Court Admin Fees 2,522,107$  2,457,613$  2,327,955$  2,391,052$  2,682,339$  2,792,076$  2,528,857$  54.7%
Indigent Recoupment 196,340$     186,882$     144,671$     143,848$     163,280$     183,871$     169,815$     3.7%

General Fund: 2,718,446$ 2,644,495$ 2,472,626$ 2,534,900$ 2,845,620$ 2,975,948$ 2,698,672$ 58.4%

Special Funds:
Indigent Defense Application Fee 95,896$    86,985$    90,620$    89,898$        89,447$    96,989$       91,639$       2.0%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐ Courts 617,997$  705,934$  547,624$  728,568$     649,995$  846,386$     682,751$     14.8%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐ Commission 907,997$  705,935$  845,514$  720,678$     939,995$  846,386$     827,751$     17.9%
Restitution Collection Assistance  28,988$    23,716$    26,135$    21,787$        28,650$    18,759$       24,673$       0.5%
Community Service Supervision Fee 26,547$    45,072$    28,088$    23,290$        26,615$    27,222$       29,472$       0.6%
Victim Witness Fee 244,952$  238,231$  241,416$  258,016$     290,379$  314,695$     264,615$     5.7%

Special Funds: 1,922,377$ 1,805,873$ 1,779,398$ 1,842,236$ 2,025,082$ 2,150,437$ 1,920,901$ 41.6%

Total All Funds 4,640,823$ 4,450,368$ 4,252,024$ 4,377,136$ 4,870,702$ 5,126,385$ 4,619,573$ 100.0%

Total criminal cases /1 29,134        26,529        27,229        27,775         31,016        31,057        28,790

/1 The number of cases filed per biennium does not necessarily have a direct correlation as to when revenues are collected.  Most defendants are unable to 
pay their entire obligation when the fines and fees are assessed. In these cases payment schedules are established to allow for payment over time.

AVERAGE REVENUES PER FISCAL YEAR



6/30/2008 Percent 6/30/2009 Percent 6/30/2010 Percent 6/30/2011 Percent 6/30/2012 Percent 6/30/2013 Percent
General Fund:
Criminal Court Admin Fees 2,522,107 54.3% 2,457,613 55.2% 2,327,955 54.7% 2,391,052 54.6% 2,682,339 55.1% 2,792,076 54.5%
Indigent Recoupment 196,340 4.2% 186,882 4.2% 144,671 3.4% 143,848 3.3% 163,280 3.4% 183,871 3.6%

General Fund: 2,718,446$ 58.6% 2,644,495$ 59.4% 2,472,626$ 58.2% 2,534,900$ 57.9% 2,845,620$ 58.4% 2,975,948$ 58.1%

Special Funds:
Indigent Defense Application Fee 95,896      2.1% 86,985      2.0% 90,620      2.1% $89,898 2.1% 89,447      1.8% 96,989      1.9%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐ Judiciary 617,997    13.3% 705,934    15.9% 547,624    12.9% $728,568 16.6% 649,995    13.3% 846,386    16.5%
Indigent Defense Facility Fee ‐ Commission 907,997    19.6% 705,935    15.9% 845,514    19.9% $720,678 16.5% 939,995    19.3% 846,386    16.5%
Restitution Collection Assistance  28,988      0.6% 23,716      0.5% 26,135      0.6% $21,787 0.5% 28,650      0.6% 18,759      0.4%
Community Service Supervision Fee 26,547      0.6% 45,072      1.0% 28,088      0.7% $23,290 0.5% 26,615      0.5% 27,222      0.5%
Victim Witness Fee 244,952    5.3% 238,231    5.4% 241,416    5.7% $258,016 5.9% 290,379    6.0% 314,695    6.1%

Special Funds: 1,922,377$ 41.4% 1,805,873$ 40.6% 1,779,398$ 41.8% 1,842,236$ 42.1% 2,025,082$ 41.6% 2,150,437$ 41.9%

Total All Funds 4,640,823$ 100.0% 4,450,368$ 100.0% 4,252,024$ 100.0% 4,377,136$ 100.0% 4,870,702$ 100.0% 5,126,385$ 100.0%

Total criminal cases /1 29,134          26,529        27,229        27,775         31,016        31,057       

/1 The number of cases filed per biennium does not necessarily have a direct correlation as to when revenues are collected.  Most defendants are unable to 
pay their entire obligation when the fines and fees are assessed. In these cases payment schedules are established to allow for payment over time.

REVENUES PER FISCAL YEAR



Restitution collection assistance fund
Greater of $10 or 25% of restitution ordered, not to exceed $1,000 ordered by court upon a finding of guilt that the
defendant issued a check or draft without sufficient funds or without an account.
If collected by state funded clerk, funds go to restitution collection assistance fund for defraying expenses incident to
the collection of restitution; if collected by county funds go to the county.

Victim witness fee 
Fee of not more than $25 for a sentence imposed on a defendant who pleads guilty to or is convicted of a criminal 
offense or of violating a municipal ordinance for which the maximum penalty that may be imposed includes 
imprisonment.
Fees collected goes to county or city treasurer for allocation to either a private, nonprofit domestic violence/sexual
assault program or a victim and witness advocacy program.

Criminal court administration fee
Class B Misdemeanor ‐ $125 
Class A Misdemeanor ‐ $200 
Class C Felony ‐ $400 
Class B Felony ‐ $650 
Class A or AA Felony ‐ $900
Fee imposed for all criminal cases except infractions, upon a plea or finding of guilt.
Fees collected are deposited in the state general fund.

Court facility fee ‐ Courts 
In all criminal cases, except infractions, a court administration fee of $100 is to be assessed.
The first $750,000 collected per biennium is deposited in the indigent defense administration fund; the next $460,000
is deposited in the court facilities improvement and maintenance fund; after the thresholds have been collected, the 
remaining fees are deposited equally.

Court facility fee ‐ Indigent Defense Administration fund 
In all criminal cases, except infractions, a court administration fee of $100 is to be assessed.
The first $750,000 collected per biennium is deposited in the indigent defense administration fund; the next $460,000
is deposited in the court facilities improvement and maintenance fund; after the thresholds have been collected, the 
remaining fees are deposited equally.

Summary of Revenue Types



Community service supervision fee
A fee of $25 on each criminal defendant who  receives a sentence that includes community service.
Deposited in the community service supervision fund to provide community service supervision grants per legislative
appropriation.  Funding is maintained by DOCR.

Indigent defense recoupment
A defendant for whom counsel is provided at public expense is to reimburse the state, home rule county, or city the
sum expended on the defendant's behalf.
Reimbursements to the state are deposited in the state general fund.

Indigent defense application fee
A nonrefundable application fee is to be paid by the defendant when an application for indigent defense services is
submitted.  The fee was increased from $25 to $35 by the 2013 Legislative Assembly.
Application fees are forwarded for deposit in the indigent defense administration fund.



FYE 2004 FYE 2005 FYE 2006 FYE 2007 FYE 2008 FYE 2009 FYE 2010 FYE 2011 FYE 2012 FYE 2013
Felony 4,607 5,006 4,648 4,598 4,158 4,022 4,283 4,308 5,128 5,825
Misdemeanor 23,517 23,405 24,319 22,924 22,708 20,589 21,351 22,103 24,583 23,910
Infraction 3,198 3,048 2,798 2,497 2,268 1,918 1,595 1,364 1,305 1,322
Total 31,322 31,459 31,765 30,019 29,134 26,529 27,229 27,775 31,016 31,057

2003‐05 2005‐07 2007‐09 2009‐11 2011‐13 Total
Felony 9,613 9,246 8,180 8,591 10,953 46,583
Misdemeanor 46,922 47,243 43,297 43,454 48,493 229,409
Infraction 6,246 5,295 4,186 2,959 2,627 21,313
Total 62,781 61,784 55,663 55,004 62,073 297,305

CRIMINAL CASES FILED



County FY 2007‐08 FY 2008‐09 FY 2009‐10 FY 2010‐11 FY 2011‐12 FY 2012‐13
1 Adams 1,350.00$        1,175.00$        $1,194.00 1,281.23$        1,549.77$         2,375.00$       
2 Barnes 25.00$               ‐$                  $0.00 ‐$                  ‐$                   ‐$                 
3 Benson ‐$                   50.00$              $50.00 50.00$              25.00$               725.00$          
4 Billings 25.00$               25.00$              $125.00 75.00$              ‐$                 
5 Bottineau 6,441.63$        5,653.37$        $6,608.75 6,361.25$        6,965.00$         5,891.00$       
6 Bowman ‐$                   ‐$                  $25.00 25.00$              1,725.00$         2,225.00$       
7 Burke 1,500.00$        1,575.00$        $1,050.00 1,475.00$        2,544.44$         3,690.00$       
8 Burleigh 46,442.08$       42,360.05$       $43,146.86 44,436.73$      50,344.14$       54,325.35$     
9 Cass 8,445.00$        7,175.00$        $6,492.00 6,100.00$        6,121.75$         5,987.50$       
10 Cavalier 1,435.00$        1,425.00$        $1,235.00 1,555.00$        1,550.00$         1,640.00$       
11 Dickey 3,747.57$        3,470.25$        $3,330.61 3,414.59$        3,267.21$         3,273.00$       
12 Divide 1,465.00$        1,136.20$        $1,643.80 2,480.00$        3,570.00$         3,711.00$       
13 Dunn 2,050.00$        2,700.00$        $2,490.00 4,635.00$        5,075.00$         6,400.00$       
14 Eddy 50.00$               ‐$                  $0.00 ‐$                  ‐$                   475.00$          
15 Emmons 1,812.00$        1,175.00$        $2,050.00 2,125.00$        1,450.00$         1,775.00$       
16 Foster 25.00$               200.00$           $150.00 300.00$           625.00$            825.00$          
17 Golden Valley 150.00$            200.00$           $451.00 324.00$           900.00$            1,287.50$       
18 Grand Forks 3,369.02$        4,105.06$        $4,024.69 2,895.00$        2,598.92$         2,090.00$       
19 Grant 725.00$            425.00$           $400.00 375.00$           450.00$            575.00$          
20 Griggs 492.23$            220.27$           $150.00 1,312.50$        900.00$            1,325.00$       
21 Hettinger 775.00$            350.00$           $450.00 850.00$           700.00$            1,175.00$       
22 Kidder 1,687.50$        1,100.00$        $1,080.00 1,175.00$        1,925.00$         1,600.00$       
23 LaMoure 2,570.00$        2,875.00$        $2,323.17 2,176.83$        2,550.00$         1,875.00$       
24 Logan 600.00$            600.00$           $550.00 625.00$           725.00$            1,275.00$       
25 McHenry 2,995.00$        3,111.40$        $2,913.60 3,127.97$        4,457.03$         3,575.58$       
26 McIntosh 1,270.00$        725.00$           $1,225.00 1,750.00$        1,175.00$         1,500.00$       
27 McKenzie 4,096.00$        4,081.14$        $3,960.00 7,775.00$        12,675.00$       18,360.00$     
28 McLean 6,815.00$        6,845.00$        $6,621.45 6,120.00$        7,345.00$         9,980.00$       
29 Mercer 6,503.15$        5,684.43$        $5,986.39 5,291.00$        4,743.00$         5,149.48$       
30 Morton 18,240.07$       19,453.62$       $19,964.86 18,744.52$      18,481.05$       18,193.20$     
31 Mountrail 4,501.21$        5,387.99$        $5,390.00 7,250.64$        12,454.00$       10,820.00$     
32 Nelson 25.00$               ‐$                  $100.00 75.00$              25.00$               78.00$             
33 Oliver 795.00$            1,025.00$        $950.00 825.00$           1,025.00$         1,060.00$       
34 Pembina 4,083.16$        4,032.98$        $3,936.00 3,870.00$        4,160.00$         5,300.00$       
35 Pierce 2,210.00$        2,095.00$        $2,295.00 2,635.00$        2,365.00$         2,302.00$       
36 Ramsey 125.00$            50.00$              $75.00 75.00$              100.00$            2,714.60$       
37 Ransom 5,100.00$        3,660.00$        $2,595.00 3,116.75$        3,528.25$         3,387.50$       
38 Renville 1,000.00$        1,090.00$        $1,535.00 1,200.00$        1,375.00$         1,325.00$       
39 Richland 4,289.39$        3,317.60$        $3,680.40 2,837.00$        2,775.00$         3,225.00$       
40 Rolette ‐$                   ‐$                  $0.00 ‐$                  ‐$                   75.00$             
41 Sargent 931.90$            1,200.00$        $1,650.00 1,875.00$        3,050.00$         2,825.00$       
42 Sheridan 500.00$            425.00$           $575.00 525.00$           575.00$            800.00$          
43 Sioux ‐$                   75.00$              $100.00 250.00$           375.00$            275.00$          
44 Slope ‐$                   ‐$                  $25.00 ‐$                  75.00$               ‐$                 
45 Stark 16,400.50$       13,140.02$       $15,000.28 17,219.00$      17,396.34$       22,367.00$     
46 Steele 200.00$            ‐$                  $125.00 50.00$              50.00$               ‐$                 
47 Stutsman 15,920.51$       14,020.62$       $11,465.00 13,649.25$      15,606.68$       13,948.08$     
48 Towner ‐$                   ‐$                  $0.00 ‐$                  ‐$                   375.00$          
49 Traill 5,908.01$        5,645.00$        $4,676.93 5,075.00$        4,775.00$         4,170.00$       
50 Walsh 9,728.30$        9,119.68$        $10,814.72 10,059.50$      10,352.57$       10,977.71$     
51 Ward 36,921.19$       43,580.99$       $43,309.20 40,546.41$      40,908.51$       38,531.28$     
52 Wells 25.00$               ‐$                  $0.00 50.00$              2,150.00$         2,320.00$       
53 Williams 11,186.45$       12,470.08$       $13,427.32 19,976.55$      22,820.63$       26,540.00$     

Total 244,951.87$     238,230.75$     $241,416.03 258,015.72$    290,379.29$     314,694.78$   

VICTIM WITNESS FEE REVENUES



NSF Costs/County received 1/1/13 through 12/31/13

County  Total
Adams 133.00$                      
Barnes 1,264.31$                  
Benson 253.00$                      
Billings ‐$                            
Bottineau 1,149.62$                  
Bowman 327.75$                      
Burke 95.74$                        
Burleigh ‐$                            
Cass 5,673.98$                  
Cavalier 630.03$                      
Dickey 464.67$                      
Divide 84.21$                        
Dunn 82.00$                        
Eddy 187.50$                      
Emmons 218.00$                      
Foster 2,207.21$                  
Golden Valley ‐$                            
Grand Forks 3,173.44$                  
Grant 117.22$                      
Griggs 1,338.82$                  
Hetttinger 32.46$                        
Kidder 184.43$                      
Lamoure 100.61$                      
Logan ‐$                            
McHenry 1,281.59$                  
McIntosh 55.00$                        
McKenzie 34.45$                        
McLean 613.37$                      
Mercer 1,193.26$                  
Mountrail 3,599.21$                  
Nelson 122.50$                      
Oliver 45.00$                        
Pembina 733.96$                      
Pierce 377.97$                      
Ransom 658.01$                      
Renville 148.36$                      
Sargent 527.83$                      
Sheridan ‐$                            
Sioux ‐$                            
Slope ‐$                            
Steele 77.01$                        
Towner 467.08$                      
Traill 1,193.12$                  



Ward 2,031.71$                  
Wells 616.17$                      
Total 31,493.60$                




