
APPENDIX E 

Apiary Program 
North Dakota Department of Agriculture 

An Apiary is where colonies are located. 

Apiary 
Location 
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A colony is the bees, both brood and adults. 

Hives are structures that house bees. 
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Brood are the immature bees 

Brood 

Supers are where the honey is stored. They are the 
top boxes of the hive. 

Super 
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Once honey is ripe the cell is capped with wax 
secreted by the bees. 

Pollen is combined with honey and packed into cells. 

1/14/2014 

4 



Frames are where the bees build cells, beekeepers 
use them to easily remove honey and brood. 

Frame 

Swarms result when a colony of bees goes searching 
for a new home. 

Swarm 
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Workers are the workforce of the colony. They are all 
females and are the result of fertilized eggs. 
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Queen bees lay all of the eggs and can live up to 5 
years. A colony without a queen will not survive. 

Hate once per Hfetime 
-up to 12 males (drones) 

La~ C9gs 

Workers notice absence 
within ~ hours 

ESSENTIAL to hive survival iilutlill 
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Drones are males and are the result of unfertilized 
eggs. Their only job is to find a queen to mate with. 

10tlce allsence 
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ND Dept. of Agriculture: 
Apiary Program 

Staff 

1 Full ttme State Bee Inspector 
2 Summer Deputy Inspectors 
1 Administrative Assistant 

2013 

4B2.560 Colonies 
205 Beekeepers 
11 ,050 Apiaries 
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ND Dept. of Agriculture: 
Apiary Program 

od the 

~ .. ,, 
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Inspect fGf cllseases 
-for lssutnce of Certificate of 
Health (Certlflatc tf Inspection) 

All Femole Bees 
-don't reproducE 

#1 Honey 
Producing State 

2012 
• over 34 million pounds 

• valuing at over $64.5 million 
• over 23°/o of the nations honey 

reduction 
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Pollination Service 
• over 90 U.S. Crops depend 

on insect pollinators 
• Almonds, berries, cotton, tree 

fruits & many vegetables 
• About 1/3 of food we eat 

North Dakota Crops 
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