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Pursuant to Section 4 of 2013 House Bill1016, I am to report on the flood-impacted housing 
assistance funding that is being administered by the North Dakota Housing Finance Agency. 

HB 1016 directed the Agency to establish a grant program to provide assistance to residents in 
flood-impacted areas of the state and $1 .5 million was appropriated for it. As stated in the bill, 
the purpose of this program is to assist residents in the rehabilitation or replacement of flood­
damaged homes, to retain homeowners and other residents in the community, and for 
transitional expenses to facilitate housing availability for flood-impacted residents. 

A request for proposals was issued with a submission deadline of June 14, 2013. A copy of the 
RFP is attached. 

The Minot Housing Authority was the only applicant for these funds. They initially requested the 
full $1 .5 million to facilitate taking over the Virgil Workman temporary housing group site from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency. This funding was expected to cover operational 
expenses, relocation of residents into permanent housing and disposal costs of the temporary 
units. Due to a more rapid transition than anticipated, the Housing Authority later amended their 
request to $20,000 to be used for security deposits for approximately 11 income-eligible 
households that were transitioning from FEMA temporary housing units to permanent rental 
housing as FEMA's housing mission came to an end on Sept. 24. 

The disbursement of the requested funds came on Sept. 4. 

The Minot Housing Authority is required to report quarterly to the Agency on use of the funds 
with the first report due on Jan. 20, 2014. Therreport is to include the total amount expended, 
the specific use of the funds, a certification that the households assisted meet the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development income restrictions, and the change in the 
number of occupants still residing in temporary housing units. 

While we do not have an official report from the Housing Authority, we have been told that all 
households have been moved out of the FEMA temporary housing units into permanent housing 
situations. We have also learned that there is a possibility the Housing Authority will not require 
the full $20,000 they were awarded. Any unused funds will be returned. 
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We have recently received requests from two parties to reopen the RFP process and award the 
remaining $1.48 million. Both requests involve the potential use of these funds to help in the 
development of new affordable rental housing in the Minot area. 

It is our understanding that the legislative intent for this money was very narrowly focused on 
helping people relocate from temporary FEMA housing back into the community, although the 
actual legislation was more generally drawn. Without explicit direction from the Legislative 
Assembly, we have been hesitant to reopen the RFP. 

I am asking for your guidance on the use of the remaining funding. 
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