APPENDIX K

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE HEARING OCTOBER 29, 2013

Good Morning members of the committee,

I am Captain Mitch Burris of the Cass County Sheriff’s Office. I oversee the investigations and
patrol division. Approximately 18 months ago I was contacted by J. arﬁestown Police Department
and was informed of an individual who walked away from the State Hospital. The individual
was court committed out of Cass County. I was told this individual was a veteran and has been
honorably discharged with 100% disability. Later I learned the disability was post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and a traumatic brain injury (TBI). I also learned that this veteran had
walked away from approximately 14 treatment facilities. Throughout the last 18 months I have
gotten to know this veteran’s parents and his mother has written a letter attached with my
testimony. Also attached are three photos showing the physical deterioration of this veteran. In
most of these mental health cases the individuals will not ask for help. If they do not present a
danger to themselves or others they cannot be committed by law enforcement and the individuals
themselves know this. I believe if someone is living in their car, not taking care of themselves,
and is deteriorating physically they are a danger to themselves. The VA Hospitals will not take
anyone that does not request help personally. The only option for these individuals to survive,
particularly in this climate, is to commit crimes and that is exactly what this veteran did. He
broke into a home; but, did not steal anything and was ultimately arrested and taken to jail for
burglary. Jail cannot provide treatment and is not the appropriate place for our veterans suffering

from mental illness.

This is not just a problem our veterans encounter. The Sheriff’s Office also investigated several

thefts from a prominent community member suffering from delusional disorders. She believed
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her neighbors were stealing her personal possessions. She confronted the neighbors and told law
enforcement her neighbors were stealing from her. She changed her home security code daily as
she believed someone was overriding her security system. Individuals who suffer from

delusional disorders believe these crimes are occurring because in their mind they are taking

place.

In a separate investigation law enforcement had been dispatched several times to an individual
who believed her food was being poiséned. She was throwing away $100.00 of food per week.
Her husband suffered an emotional breakdown as a result of the stress of her actions and filed for
divorce after 25 years of marriage. Individuals suffering from mental illness are convincing and
as a result require an extraordinary amount of time to investigate their allegations. Law

enforcement is dispatched several times for similar allegations before the patterns of mental

health surfaces.

Some individuals diagnosed with mental illness voluntarily receive treatment and proper care.
Some individuals through the court process are committed and receive the proper care. Some
individuals believe they do not have mental illness or want treatment and or appropriate care.
These individuals fall through the mental illness cracks because they do not fit in one category or
the other and are unwilling to ask for help. It is becoming an epic problem for law enforcement
and our jails. Law enforcement has always met the needs and demands of our community and we
will continue to do so. However; law enforcement is not equipped to effectively treat mental

illness and the jail is not an appropriate treatment facility.

As leaders, it is our responsibility to effectively provide treatment for all mental illness.
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