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With the passage of HB 1332 by the 2013 Legislative Assembly, voters are required to provide an 
acceptable form of identification that includes the voter's name, residential address, and date of birth in 
order to receive a ballot and vote in a statewide or political subdivision election. A tribal identification card 
that includes the required information and is issued to a resident of North Dakota from a tribal government 
within the state is one of the acceptable forms of identification for voting. 

Although tribal identification cards have been accepted for voting since the action of the 2005 Legislative 
Assembly, the staff members of the Secretary of State's office and the North Dakota Indian Affairs 
Commission met after the 2013 Legislative Assembly to discuss what implications might exist for Native 
Americans due to the changes to the voter identification requirement. Our discussions revealed that not 
all tribal identification cards list all of the required information in order to vote. 

On June 21, 2013, Secretary Jaeger and I were invited to discuss this matter with the members of the 
Indian Affairs Commission at their meeting in the Governor's Conference Room. At the meeting, we 
requested of each of the tribal chairmen present, the opportunity to meet with each of the tribal councils of 
the state to discuss the possibility of receiving the names, residential addresses, birth dates, and tribal 
identification numbers of tribal members so this data could be included in the Central Voter File. With this 
information included in the voter's record, the process for receiving a ballot for voting would be expedited 
for those individuals providing tribal identification cards in the same manner as for those voters using their 
North Dakota driver's license or non-driver's identification card. 

Mr. Scott Davis, Executive Director of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission, and the staff members 
of the commission set up a conference call on July 10, 2013 and invited tribal council members, 
representatives from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Secretary of State to talk about establishing the 
data transfer. It was revealed that for the data to come to the Secretary of State's office directly from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, a resolution would be needed from each of the tribal councils in the state. 

On August 26, 2013, the first of these meetings was held with the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 
Indians Tribal Government. The members agreed to discuss our proposal at the next tribal council 
meeting and, if agreed upon, pass a resolution to that effect. Mr. Davis and his staff are currently 
scheduling similar meetings with the remaining tribal councils in an effort to gain the consent necessary 
for the data transfer. 

The Secretary of State's office and the North Dakota Indian Affairs Council is encouraged about the data 
connection possibility mostly because of the benefits it will provide for Native Americans using tribal 
identification cards for voting. We are also excited because we believe that if these agreements can be 
achieved, North Dakota may be the only state in which such data sharing exists between state and tribal 
governments for voting purposes. 

bmetz
Text Box
APPENDIX G




