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Content of School District Budgets

 Background Information on West Fargo Public Schools
 Impact of Funding Formula Changes on Local versus State 
Resources to support K‐12 Education

 School District Mill Levies and their permitted uses
 Cost of Education Expenditures versus Other Expenditures
 Expenditures summarized by Category

 Note:  The information contained in this presentation is representative of 
the West Fargo School District.  It is not intended to provide generalizations 
that are representative of all school districts.
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Background Information on
West Fargo Public Schools

Enrollment History

General Fund Expenditures Per Pupil

* Estimated

2008‐2009 2009‐2010 2010‐2011 2011‐2012 2012‐2013 2013‐2014

Enrollment 6,698 6,974 7,178 7,493 8,056 8,514

Change +/‐ 498 276 204 315 563 458

Change % 8.03% 4.12% 2.93% 4.39% 7.51% 5.69%

2008‐2009 2009‐2010 2010‐2011 2011‐2012 2012‐2013 2013‐2014

Cost of Ed
Per Pupil

7,641.09 8,141.45 8,430.06 8,453.58 8,713.58 9,137.28 *

Total Cost 
Per Pupil

8,441.89 8,867.61 9,299.85 9,274.43 9,557.30 9,987.74 *
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Background Information on
West Fargo Public Schools

Mill Levy History
Year 2008‐2009 2009‐2010 2010‐2011 2011‐2012 2012‐2013 2013‐2014

General 185.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 60.00

H S Tuition 3.26 3.26 3.78 3.87 4.19 4.14

Technology 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 0.00

Alt. Ed. 3.52 3.52 2.50 3.03 3.36 0.00

Misc. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 8.36

HVAC 1.42 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Debt 33.44 32.86 36.36 55.48 53.68 52.24

Sp. Assmt. 1.00 1.00 2.00 1.82 2.97 4.46

Building 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00

Spec. Res. 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00

Total 245.64 170.64 170.64 192.20 192.20 142.20
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Impact of Funding Formula Changes
on Revenue Sources for West Fargo Schools

2012‐2013 Actual Revenue 2013‐2014 Revenue Budget

29.98%

64.49%

5.28% 0.26%

Local State Federal Other

16.90%

77.49%

3.92% 1.70%

Local State Federal Other
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School District Mill Levies
and their permitted uses

2012
and Prior

2013
and Later

Supports Cost of
Education Expenses?

General Fund Levy 110.00 70.00 1 Yes
Tuition Levy Unlimited 2 Unlimited 2 No
Miscellaneous Levy ‐‐ 12.00 3 Yes
Technology Levy 5.00 ‐‐ Yes
Hazardous Materials/HVAC/Alt Ed Up to 15.00 Up to 15.00
Hazardous Materials 15.00 ‐‐ No
HVAC  15.00 ‐‐ No
Required Remodeling 5.00 ‐‐ No
Alternative Education 10.00 ‐‐ Yes

Special Reserve Levy 3.00 3.00
Potentially ‐ via transfer

to General Fund
Building Levy Up to 20.00 Up to 20.00 No
Special Assessment Levy Unlimited 2 Unlimited 2 No
Sinking & Interest Levy Unlimited 2 Unlimited 2 No

1 For 2013, the assumed levy is 60.00 mills, plus up to 12%  additional, for a total of 67.20 mills
2 While there is no legally specified limit, the amount levied relates to anticipated expenses
3 For 2013, only districts that previously levied for Technology or Hazardous Materials/HVAC/Alt Ed may access 
these mills
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Cost of Education Expenditures
versus Other Expenditures

 Statutory definition of Cost of Education is found in NDCC 
15.1‐27.03

 Expenditures excluded from the Cost of Education:
 Capital outlay for buildings;
 Capital outlay for sites;
 Capital outlay for debt service;
 Expenditures for school activities;
 Expenditures for school lunch programs;
 Expenditures for transportation costs, including schoolbuses;
 Expenditures for early childhood education.
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Cost of Education Expenditures versus
Other Expenditures for West Fargo Schools

Program Description % of Total Budget Cost of Ed?
Regular Education 44.60% Yes
Special Education 13.18% Yes
Career and Technical Education 1.75% Yes
Federal Programs 1.54% Yes
Instructional Support Services 14.87% Yes
Building Administration 4.89% Yes
General Administration 1.12% Yes
Business Office 1.26% Yes
Maintenance 7.23% Yes
Other Support Services 1.05% Yes

Subtotal – Cost of Education Expenditures 91.48%
Transportation 4.20% No
Community Services 0.34% No
Buildings & Land 0.53% No
Transfers to Other Funds 2.05% No
Tuition 1.39% No

Subtotal – Non‐Cost of Education Expenditures 8.52%
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Cost of Education Expenditures versus
Other Expenditures for West Fargo Schools

Program Description Amt Per Pupil Cost of Ed?
Regular Education $ 4,454.97 Yes
Special Education 1,316.56 Yes
Career and Technical Education 174.50 Yes
Federal Programs 153.82 Yes
Instructional Support Services 1,485.32 Yes
Building Administration 488.17 Yes
General Administration 111.72 Yes
Business Office 125.69 Yes
Maintenance 721.77 Yes
Other Support Services 104.76 Yes

Subtotal – Cost of Education Expenditures $ 9,137.28
Transportation 419.48 No
Community Services 34.20 No
Buildings & Land 52.81 No
Transfers to Other Funds 205.19 No
Tuition 138.78 No

Subtotal – Non‐Cost of Education Expenditures $ 850.46
Total $ 9,987.74
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Expenditures summarized by Category
for West Fargo Schools

Expenditure
Category

% Included in
Cost of Education

% Excluded from
Cost of Education

% of Total
Expenditures

Salaries 55.26% 1.73% 56.99%

Benefits 24.28% 0.61% 24.89%

Purchased Services and Travel 3.84% 2.65% 6.49%

Supplies and Energy 6.19% 0.57% 6.77%

Equipment 1.82% 0.90% 2.72%

Other Expenses 0.09% 2.05% 2.14%

Total Expenses 91.48% 8.52% 100.00%
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Expenditures summarized by Category
for West Fargo Schools

Expenditure
Category

Amount Per Pupil
Included in the

Cost of Education

Amount Per Pupil
Excluded from the 
Cost of Education

Amount Per Pupil
Total Cost

Salaries $ 5,518.84 $ 172.80 $ 5,691.64

Benefits 2,425.14 60.99 2,486.13

Purchased Services and Travel 383.63 264.35 647.98

Supplies and Energy 618.63 57.05 675.68

Equipment 182.06 90.09 272.15

Other Expenses 8.98 205.19 214.17

Total Expenses Per Pupil $ 9,137.28 $ 850.46 $ 9,987.74
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