
54-03-01.8. Staggering of the terms of senators. 
A senator from an odd-numbered district must be elected in 2002 for a term of four years 

and a senator from an even-numbered district must be elected in 2004 for a term of four years. 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, a senator from an even-numbered district in which 
there is another incumbent senator as a result of legislative redistricting must be elected in 2002 
for a term of two years. However, if as a result of legislative redistricting a senator elected in 
1998 is placed in an even-numbered district there must be an election in 2002 for a term of two 
years unless the senator elected in 1998 files by February 15, 2002, a written statement with the 
secretary of state stating that the senator elected in 1998 agrees that there need not be an 
election for a senator in 2002 and that the senator elected in 2000 may continue that senator's 
term; based on this requirement, districts twenty and twenty-six may be required to elect 
senators in 2002. A senator from an odd-numbered district in which there is another incumbent 
senator must be elected in 2002 for a term of four years; based on this requirement, district 
thirty-one must elect a senator in 2002. The term of a senator from an even-numbered district 
who is placed in an odd-numbered district as a result of legislative redistricting expires as of 
December 1, 2002; based on this requirement, the term of the senator elected in district twelve 
in 2000 expires as of December 1, 2002, and district twenty-three must elect a senator in 2002. 


