
APPENDIX F

ND Educator Preparation Approval and Accreditation System

November 3,2011

Higher Education Legislative Committee

Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee. Thank you for this opportunity

to share educator approval, and accreditation systems for North Dakota. For the record, my name is

Janet Welk and lam the executive director for the Board. The Education Standards and Practices'Board

has authority under statute for educator program approval, license, professional development as it

relates to re-licensure, and professional practices.

North Dakota Review Process: The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

(NCATE) is the accrediting body approved by the U.S. Department of Education that North Dakota uses

for its educator programs. All of the ND public institutions are presently accredited by NCATE. The

Education Standards and Practices Board adopted NCATE as its state standards and process in 1999.

What does this mean? All of our institutions of higher education educator preparation programs (public

and private) are reviewed against the same standards but do not have the same Board of Examiners.

Those institutions that are NCATE accredited have Board of Examiner teams from the national level and

the state level. Those private institutions that are not NCATE accredited but ESPB approved, have Board

of Examiner Teams that are trained by NCATE but are state members. When a private institution'in ND

goes through the review process, Imake sure some ofthe State Board of Examiners have been NCATE

Board of Examiners so private educator programs get the same national perspective. (These teams are

usually five to seven members and spend from three to five days on campus.) The Education Standards

and Practices Board also works hand in hand with the Higher Learning Commission and its accreditation

process of institutions.
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The program approval process includes two steps. The first step provides for a review of the

unit as a whole and the second steps provides for the review of each individual program.

A. ESPB, through the NCATE standards, looks at the professional education unit as a whole

including if the unit is providing quality candidate!?, has an assessment system to document

the processes, provides quality field experiences and clinical practices, prepares candidates

to work with all types of diverse children in diverse setting, has qualified faculty, and has a

governance and-budget that can provide for quality candidates. These areas basically relate

to all of the six NCATE standards. ND has a joint relationship with NCATE and the review

teams (BOE) work together to make all decisions on each ofthe six standards.

B. North Dakota also looks at each of the programs within the education unit. These programs

include elementary education, English, Math, etc. An example of this process includes the

English program providing documentation to ESPB that their program is meeting the English

Education Standards. ESPB sends this report to a Content Expert who reviews the

documentation, submits a report back to ESPB for the program review. All of these program

reports feed directly into NCATE Standards for candidate proficiency, the program

assessment system, field experiences, and diversity placements. The individual programs

are reviewed against program standards that North Dakota K-12 teachers and institutions

have reviewed against national standards or North Dakota has adopted the national

standards such as the Council of Exceptional Children (CEC) standards for our special

education programs.

North Dakota Decision Process: After the 3-5 day on-site review process is complete, two

reports are written to provide evidence for the (1) unit and for the (2) programs within that unit. The
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program report goes to the ESPB Program Approval Advisory Committee (10 member) for their review

and recommendation to ESPB. The unit report (1) is sent to NCATE Unit Accreditation Board (40

member) or to the ESPB Program Approval Advisory Committee. ESPB, if the institution is seeking

NCATE accreditation, accepts the NCATE UAB decision.

The NCATE/ESPB process is on a seven year cycle unless one of the standards has not been met

which requires a return visit within two years for that specific standard. Each approved educator

program is also required to submit annual reports indicating any changes.

Attached please find the list of institutions and their programs that are North Dakota approved

for educator licensure. If you have any additional questions or concerns, I would be happy to answer

them at this time. I also have with me Dr. Cheryl Nilsen and Dr. Barbara Combs, who both have worked

on national and state teams. They are prepared to answer any questions you might have.
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