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Home of the 
Williston High School Coyotes



and Land of Angry Millionaires.



You Know the Good…
• 510,000 BOPD
• 150,000 BOPD more than last year
• Increases daily have been from 8,000 to 40,000 BOPD
• Williston has more oil companies than any other city
• Jobs.  Lowest unemployment rate in the state.
• Sales Tax is up. Williston has the highest sales tax in the state
• Only 1/3rd of the Nat Gas now flared
• $357.7 million worth of building permits last year – in Williston 

($44 million in 2009)
• You can buy a house – if you have $250/ft
• Building Permits State Wide - 200 in 2010 to 900 in 2011
• 1,200 Living units in 2010 to 2,100 in 2011
• Man Camps and Capacity – 10,000 in Williams County



Know the Bad
• 510,000 BOPD
• 150,000 BOPD more than last year
• Increases daily have been from 8,000 to 40,000 BOPD
• Williston has more oil companies than any other city
• Jobs.  Lowest unemployment rate in the state.
• Sales Tax is up. Williston has the highest sales tax in the state
• Only 1/3rd of the Nat Gas now flared
• $357.7 million worth of building permits last year – in Williston 

($44 million in 2009)
• You can buy a house – if you have $250/ft
• Building Permits State Wide - 200 in 2010 to 900 in 2011
• 1,200 Living units in 2010 to 2,100 in 2011
• Man Camps and Capacity – 10,000 in Williams County
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North Dakota –
An Economic Disaster

• Cecile Krimm, editor of the Crosby 
Journal, wrote that the economic crisis 
facing the area is “a societal disease 
characterized by skyrocketing rents, an 
inadequate labor pool and the complete 
overwhelming of existing public 
infrastructure.”



Issues
• Roads
• Sewer and Water
• Oil Field Water Usage
• Power Consumption / Electrical Grid
• School Classrooms and Teachers
• Housing
• Community involvement from the “outside”
• Sustainable Growth



Results
• More regulations and government oversight
• More difficulty with land owners
• More difficulty with local business 
• More difficulty with government
• Higher costs
• More difficult to attract and retain employees
• Bad reputation for the business – or your 

business



Solutions

• North Dakota Petroleum Council
• Vendor relationships – make them be 

responsible
• Involvement by you and your company 

in the communities
• Be accountable and make your people 

be accountable
• Public relations – real not lip service




