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Budget Process 

The budget process in North Dakota covers a two-year period. 

At the beginning of each even-numbered year (2012), the Office of Management and 
Budget's Fiscal Management Division releases instructions and guidelines for state 
agencies to use in preparing budget requests for the upcoming biennium (July 
1, 2013- June 30, 2015). 

After budget instructions are provided to agencies, OMB budget staff visit their assigned 
agencies. This provides an opportunity for the budget staff to learn about the agency's 
programs, functions, and budgetary needs. It is also an opportunity for agencies to ask 
questions or clarify how budget requests should be presented. 

In April, preliminary information on buildings and infrastructure is due from agencies. 
This information is entered into the building and infrastructure formulas, then 
recalculated and returned to the agencies to use in budget preparation. 

In July, the preliminary revenue forecast for the upcoming biennium is completed. July 
15 is the statutory deadline for agencies to submit the budget request. Extensions may 
be available upon written request to the Office of Management and Budget. 

From July to October, budget meetings are held on agency budget requests. After the 
budget meeting, the budget analyst completes the recommendation for each agency. 
This is done in discussion with the director of the Office of Management and Budget and 
the Governor and his policy advisors. 

In early November, the executive revenue forecast is completed and recommendations 
are finalized. Documentation and publications are prepared and printed. 

During the first week of December, the Governor presents the budget recommendations 
to the legislature. Following the Governor, Fiscal Management staff present budget 
details for each agency and review with legislators how to use the budget publications 
and budget computer system. 

In January of each odd-numbered year (2013), the legislature convenes for a maximum 
of 80 days. During this time, hearings on all appropriation requests are held by the 
legislative appropriation committee. Prior to adjourning, the legislature passes the 
appropriation measures for the state of North Dakota. 

Following the legislative session, the Fiscal Management staff prepares and distributes 
a publication summarizing the state budget for the upcoming biennium. 
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