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Involved about three infantry and six cavalry 
companies (~4,000 men).
Resulted in a six-day running battle with 
5,000 Sioux Indians that extended from the 
hills north of Tappen to the banks of the 
Missouri River south of Bismarck; a distance 
of more than 60 miles.
This trail in North Dakota is composed of: 
three battlefields, 41 campsites , extends 650 
miles.









Each summer more than 400,000 tourists traveling 
across North Dakota pass within a few miles of 
many of these battlefields and camp sites.
The history of the battles and trails is largely 
unknown to residents and tourist like.
Many of the campsites and battlefield still 
support native prairie and wetland complexes 
desirable for hunting and outdoor recreation.
Changes in land use patterns are rapidly 
converted converting native prairie and access for 
hunting opportunities.



Involved several thousand  soldiers.
Resulted in a battle with perhaps 3,000 (300 to 
600 lodges) Yankonai, Hunkpapa and 
Blackfoot Sioux Indians  at Whitestone Hill 
south of Kulm.
22 soldiers and 100 to perhaps 350 Indians 
were killed.  
This trail in North Dakota is composed of: 
one battlefield, 4 known campsites , extends 
about 135 miles.







The facilities at Whitestone Battlefield were 
damaged by arson in the spring of 2010.

The surrounding area encompasses one of the 
largest blocks of native prairie and wetlands 
in southeastern North Dakota.

The area is rapidly being impacted by wind 
energy development.





Involved about 3,000 soldiers, and and immigrant 
wagon train of 800 people.
Resulted in a battle with more than 8,000 (1500 to 
1800 lodges) Yankonai, Teton and Dakota Sioux 
Indians  at the Battle of Killdeer Mountain and 
perhaps 8,000 Sioux in the Battle of the Badlands.
5 soldiers and several hundred Indians were 
killed.  
This trail in North Dakota is composed of: two 
battlefield, 40 known campsites , extends ~900 
miles.







The US Forest Service has placed 
informational signs at the Battle of the 
Badlands Battlefield.  Much of the rest of the 
trail is unknown to the public.

The area is rapidly being impacted by oil 
development.





Were in response to the 1862 Sioux Uprising in 
Minnesota.

Were very large military operations when 
compared to other conflicts in the west and 
involved thousands of combatants. 

Resulted in the loss of hundreds of lives.

Set the stage for US military and Indian relations 
on the northern Great Plains for the next three 
decades.



Each summer more than 400,000 tourists 
traveling across North Dakota pass within a 
few miles of many of these battlefields and 
camp sites.
These trails include six battlefields, extend 
more than 1685 miles, and pass through 25 
counties.
Native prairie and areas open to public 
hunting are rapidly being converted and lost 
for public recreation.



Upgrade and improve existing facilities.
Sign the trails and develop them into self-
guided bicycle and automobile routes.
Purchase native prairie  and wetlands from 
willing sellers around battlefields and within 
a mile of campsites.  Avoid cropland.
Where deemed appropriate open these areas 
to hunting an other public uses.



Road signs at 3 mile intervals:  $20 each
Interpretive signs at known campsites: $5,000 
each.
Interpretive signs at battlefields: $15,000 each.
Update facilities at Fort Abercrombie, 
Whitestone Battlefield, Killdeer, and Medora: 
$50,000 each.
Purchase native prairie and wetland 
complexes on battlefields and within one 
mile of campsites from willing sellers: 
estimate cost $750 per acre.



Self-guided Auto and Bicycle Trails, and 
facility improvements:
$250,000 to $300,000 (650 miles).

Land Purchase and Easements:
$7.35 to $11.25 Million (If ALL Landowners 
were willing sellers) (9,800 to 15,000 acres).

Total Cost:  $7.6 to $11.5 Million



Self-guided Auto and Bicycle Trails and 
facility improvements:  $71,000 (135 miles).

Land Purchase and Easements: $12.3 Million 
(If ALL Landowners were willing sellers) 
(16,400 acres).

Total Cost:  $12.4 Million



Self-guided Auto and Bicycle Trails and 
facility improvements:  $300,000 (900 miles).

Land Purchase and Easements: $11.7 Million 
(If ALL Landowners were willing sellers) 
(15,600 acres).

Total Cost:  $12 Million



Self-guided Auto and Bicycle Trails and 
facility improvements:  $621,000 to $671,000.

Land Purchase and Easements: $30.8 to $35.2 
Million (If ALL Landowners were willing 
sellers) (41,800 to 47,000 acres).

Total Cost:  $32 to 35.9 Million.



These are maximum estimates, actual land 
sales from willing sellers probably much 
lower the 41,800 to 47,000 acres initially 
identified.

Believe a number of NGOs, Grants, 
mitigation funds, could also contribute to 
projects.

Does not all have to happen in one year.



2013 and 2014 will mark 150-years since these 
expeditions and battles.

North Dakota currently involved in the process of 
heavily tinkering with our states landscape and 
natural resources.

Aldo Leopold once said: “The first rule of the 
intelligent tinkerer is to keep all the pieces.”

These sites are some of North Dakotas’ most 
important pieces to her cultural and natural history 
and an invest in the quality of life for her future 
citizens.
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