
APPENDIX B

August 11, 2008
To th~ Advisory Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
Chairman Rep. Lee Kaldor

Dear Committee Members:

My name is Ray Wilkens and my family and I moved to the Grand Forks area in 1976.
We lived in the City of Grand Forks for nine months which is the time it took to find a place in
the country. We purchased 29 acres of farm land in Rye Township, Section 12 and made it our
home. We preferred not to live in the city then and we still feel the same way.

In the past six months the residents ofRye Township have been TOLD many things.

(a) We have been TOLD that the ET zoning around Grand Forles has been
extended another two miles around the City. That zoning includes one
halfofmy land.

(b) We have been TOLD that the City is going to place its new landfill in
Section 13 ofRye Township.

(c) The Rye Township Board of Supervisors has TOLD the City that the
"township" is in agreement with the City's plans.

(d) A meeting was held for the Rye Township residents to vote "for" or
"against" the proposed landfill, but we were TOLD the vote would not
count.

Apparently, the ET zoning issue began a couple ofyear's ago, but did not come to the
attention of the residents ofRye Township until last year. For this reason I have been
researching the issue to better infonn myself. The following are items I found interesting:

1. A quote from the website ofGF Herald reporter, Tu-Uyen Tran, on 01/22/08. ~~The

city doesn't need the ETZ out to four miles. It doesn't even expect to grow out to
the two-mile line in the next several decades. Council member Eliot Glassheim
oncefigured it'd take another 200 years to get to thefour-mile line." (The north
edge oftown 32 years ago is still the 'north edge of town today. I believe that the
city implemented that zoning with the landfill in mind.)

2. From the GF Herald dated March 2006, Final Edition, Section A, Page 1 CITY
EXPANDS ITS ZONING AUTHORITY Author: Tu-Uyen Tran, Herald Staff
Writer: "Council members Eliot Glassheim and Bob Brooks, the dissenters on
the council on this issue, said they'd rather see the cityfinish figuring before
expanding its zoning authority. "1 keep hearingfrom staffandproponents:
'We're going to pass it tonight and then we're going to refine it,'" Glassheim
said. "Huh? " "This is the craziest way to pass an ordinance I've ever heard of,"
he said."

3. And one last quote from Tu-Uyen Tran's website, posted 7/21/08. "The Grand
Forks City Council had some great discussion tonight on the Adventureland
amusementparkproposedfor the south end oftown. The long and short ofit is
the council said "no" when originally it gave every i"dic4(1on ofsaying 'yes" all
because some area residents said "not in my backyar'i!. ",,' \'Vby..do they have a say

." "'1 ...,
and not us? .



4. I had heard that the Grand Forks County Commissioners were opposed to the ET
~oning without a vote from the townships, but the City Council passed the zoning
anyway. I contacted chairwoman, Constance Triplett, to confirm this in writing and .
was invited to the County Commissioner's meeting on August 5th

• At that meeting
it was agreed 4-0 to send such a letter to this committee's chairman, Lee Kaldor..
This letter might have already been received by you or should be shortly.

5. At a Rye Township meeting held July 29th a motion was made and voted upon that
our Board of Supervisors also write a letter opposing the zoning and the landfill. It
was to be ready for me to bring here to Bismarck. To date no letter has been
received. Apparently, they prefer to back the City over keeping their word and
representing our township.

6. The city TOLD us it wants to preserve farmlands, yet it has decided to use the only
section in Rye Township that is 100% farmed. The map that is included in: your
packet shows that there are only 2 homes in the sections surrounding the current
landfill. None of the sections in Rye Township surrounding this landfill are
farmed. The landfill has ruined the land around it. There are 104 homes within one
mile of the proposed new landfill. I am checking with the Department ofHealth on
the environmental ramifications of this on our families and the well water which
some ofus drink. I realize that the landfill issue is separate from the ET zoning but
it's that zoning that is giving the City the power to bully us.

I, for one, do not agree with the things that are happening. and I didn't feel that my
neighbors did eithe~. For this reason I decided to take a survey ofthe residents ofRye Township.
During the past several weeks I spoke personally with as many residents as I could find at home.
This is what I found:

1. I visited approximately 93 homes and received signatures from 176 residents who
are opposed to the ET zoning and the Rye Township landfill. (A list of people that
signed is included in your packet. A copy ofthe actual signatures is included in the
Chairman's packet). I spoke with four residents who refused to sign. Ofthese, one
was opposed to the ET zoning but had no problem with the landfill unless it would
be in his backyard. (His home is on the opposite end ofthe township.) One was
opposed to both the zoning and the landfill , but said signing it would be a conflict
of interest with their job. One family wants to be bought out so they can move.
One individual said the City can put the landfill in his backyard, however, his wife
and neighbors did not feel the same.

2. There are 120 homes in Rye Township - several parcels of land have more than
one home. (A map showing how many homes are in each section is included in
your packet.)
1. 8 are unoccupied
2. 4 are for sale
3. 2 are under construction
4. 1 is being moved in
5. Several have purchased land with the intent to build a home.



Many residet;lts could not get away from jobs or farming to attend thi.s meeting. I hope
this survey wiU90nvey their feelings to you. I wonder ... if this same survey were taken in the
rest of the surrounding townships, would the results be the same. I think: so.

Conclusion: As I was growing up, my father often told me the story about there only being two
things in life about which we can do nothing.. Those things are dying and paying
taxes. In all other things we should have a say. It's been over 50 years since I was
in school, but as I recall, I learned that the Constitution gave us that right to vote or
has that changed? Our voice should be heard. Our vote should count,and I urge
you to vote to move back the four-mile ET zoning.

I thank you for your time,

1~~uJ~
1381 23rd Avenue NE
Grand Forks, ND 58203

. Phone: 701-775-7261.. ,
, "Cell: 701-741-6048

I- Email: RaymondWilkens@hotmail.com
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J I ~ r S'tn!et'
I l.astName ArstName 1 Addres$ Street 176 Property'"
l

'WeSk1ey f
1

f 1- I \;J1t::Y1J1 y'$ 7'950' ,t')rtve 2 SOe3OtOOcr13OO1

f tNow6Gki
, { I

2 ,:NeUSmanueLEtal J 1120$ .JeIiJme AV!i, 2 .355~.i~

~ tan~8&'Mprk'P' 11297 JeanrreAve 2 S5$S610006S000

4- cCOuW,nOl·readname 7549" ,Street 1

5 OOUIO not~ mmre 7fi50 !MUtJiwm Street 1

/
lHitzendager IWayne &Kelly I

!
6 7734 !Mulligan Street 2 35530100008000

7 IWockenfuss Daryl & Terra 11000 N 46th Ave 2 35210300008000

'll JWf~' r>enntS-l&'Getaltttne 11133' 'N 46th Ave '2 3'521'0300000000'" .' '3

-.ERkemoen - ,,R.>&:CamlA 1~1-G6., ,N,4QthAw. 2 3521,Q3OQOO4QQQ:9

to' .C1e1 netSOn ,~&'KTistt1) tt23$' N-46thAve 2- S5~OOO'

14 Meisel f .Jame$&/'''''>Y'ili,~ 11296 N46tAAv.e 2. 352'1.03000030OO·,

12 tee Vj~Jeronie 2402 N 00th Street 35360200002000

23 .~
.-..~~~.:..":.',J~••,J.~'~ .c""laQ2, N..Q9#l Str~t, __" 1 35630200007000..' ;,. , ;.~: ';" - ." ...~'~ .. ,~. ' .. 1.' .~':. '" ..-.- . ".:"'- .. -..~ . .... '!..A.~ .' _.-. '~'.'

14 Tomlin Karen A & Garv M 7920 N 69th Street 3 35630200005000

1'5 .'Wb1't '8et'kY ,,~. ff'fS'9'rfl'Str'eet 1 3S6302000MOO0'

~, ,~, '~J.&:~ ,a~QQ: :N.4Qta,$t{_ ~ 3563Q2OOQQ3QQQ.,

'1r '~ I~'fr& 'f~-B': ~. N-7-oth'Aw ~ S5120400002000 '

4.8, Klein, RiobaAi,;M.IU.J ,57~, N--700\Av.e "Ne 35~.20400003QQO,

19 Jose. Steven W & Sus 5850 N 70th Ave 4 35120400001002

20 Woo Arthur 0502 N 70th Ave 1 35120300002000

21 Martin Lloyd & Ester 8496 N 70th Ave 2 35100400007000'

ffOrmtAg "Rrmallltg,&,~'R' :M915'[N."TOth Ave 'Z: 35100~''22,

23.
.

Alt.leR€&.~i. 'alQQ· '<Nl.QtttA¥e" 4: aiilOO4OOQQilOO,t·, ,

24 .~~ '& fl:uthann ~7*, N'70thAve 2

..25, Balek- ~hael,&.l(.~ .. U291 .N-7ath·Jwe ,2 35530-t000G7000·,

26 S-ctrwan Krfsti New Home on C1:Y 5 . 1
'.

27 Noyes Darr,eU & Janine 7050 N 84th Street 2 35100400001008

"Mutcher Roger W & Larry 7051 N 84th Street
,

2 3510040000500028

'29.. 'l1.:aJUA' " 71~'1'4,·'I4th~et' 1- '351-~."

" 30 ,Btef$GR ,pamela/!... ?2i~" oN.a4tA .$tr-eet " .~ ",_ ·35~OO4GOOO4000"
1

3i Goaret ,Jim & Darlene 705t· ft66ttJSfreet 2"

a2~ ,GouIet LawrenceG,&,Jo~A 7151·, ,N·iStn,Street ,2 .35:1004000~40QO·



~ -Strftt J
Last Name rntName Address Street 176 Properiy.tr

''ShtJJer 'Oona1d 'lee~ -'Bamara-?l . 72S2 1'4 'B6thstrem '2 351004~33

.a4 r~ Jeff&.UuA .'. 72M·.N~Str_ 351G04GQQ1000Q·

3~ "8"otfrlT - t&Z¢JaZ 8602 NWashfnyton (. 2- $6t20tOOO02060

-JS.
Iy., Gerald-..f- l801 NE 17th.street. 35320400003000·

37 MJJfer ThomaSF 2004 HE 17th Street 1 35210300002000

38 ,~ :, " ~((~Darjene
"~.'~ ..2006 NE 17th Str,~L 2 .' .~ .,(r''''.,

39 Hjelmstad Kent & Connie 2047 NE 17th Street 352001Q0003000

'40- 'V8tmhan Wanda"D ''200'5' ttE 11th 'Street '352001~'

.'- . .. ,~;c.G&aettye~ 2071, .Ne t7~.$treet ,35200100007>000;..' >4.~

42- Farmer -Amoid·t& Barbata J- 2OT6 NE t7ttr Street 2 ~200tOOOO8000-.,

~ Ackley· ~cger-A.&Bevedy-M- 208~- NE ntb~tfeet- 352oo10000s000

44 Brown Gene l & lavonne M 2087 HE 17th Street 1 35200100004000

46 .Goulet Troy & Angela .2107 NE 17th Street .2 35170400006000

41) Schmidt Oaltas 2111 NE 17th Street 2 35170400003000

47 '.rs 'James-C '2117' 'Nt: 17th 'Street -351~4eoo61OOO'

ju~ ~ .4( -
~17~;>48 2~2{r NE t7-tRStr6et

49"' .~ linda t< &Duarre 2t36 HE 17ttr$treet-- 361-'10400004000'

-50 P--c~?- Jolmathon?- 2141. NE 1=7.tb·Strfit. 4- 35n04OQOO9000-

51 Anl1erson Steven l Jr. & Robbin '<3 2147 ME 17th Street 2 351704000050OO

52 'Seim .Arden & Nancy .2202. NE 17th Street .2 35000300002000

53 Was~ow RobertJ ??1 2296 NE 17th Street 35090200001000'"

'S4 'f'BroWtl 1=tances-J~nett '231'2~ 1·7th"Street " '~300004000

-:55 - i.~"&~ ··23214.··· NE ~7thStr_ ~2OQQ..~.

~.. ·Scott 'Nathaltrt&'Dara ,J- .tSt4. NE18ttTStreet 2- ~320S0000tOOt-

-51- Cambarerl~ Rlehard-.&,JOnel- 1QO..1-. NE 1SthStreet· 3529030000~DO,1,

S8 - !,Je Art & Jan 1841 HE 18th Street 2

59 'n. Oan&Unda 1843 NE 18th Street 2

60 Ctemetson Jeff &Canie 2111 NE 18th Street 2

;trI· ,'Cfeme'tson ·~aul J -&'Susan1: '2'32a" fME 1'Mh'Street '2 '3S~

~--- .;[(,~----_. ".. --- .-- ......•_-_. - ~ --- . -- .- .,_ ... ---_ .... . ..•_.-_._... _. ~.4~;~t~~_. :~ 2 --- --

'63" limdesjq- Jerome tOO2- Nt: tmh Street t 3530030000200()' .

·64 Gendreau- Joan-M 1902- NE 19th Street 35300300001~



Last Name First Name
Str-eet

Address Street '176' Property:#-

..., ,lJL,,_ .§M~"'_'N

71 Henningsen

Robert: A & Joann P

Ronda Lee &Terf~ ~t.

Paul H

1105 NE 21st Ave

1751 NE21stAve

1753 NE 21st Ave

No 352001000050OO

1 ~ 35200200002001

35200200002002

,.""

Pinene

· '1'tTo'rrras E &Cynthia t

1

76·

. 77"

7t3

t35

91

RomuJd
Mo1sbamer

"~

.1 Kuhn

'J

Puna

Fetst

WieRe~

': .

Terry & Muriel

· 'OaQjeI J 8.J..l"iQQa!,. ,

Rona1d J & Gwen S

'1:>elmer'E &'Carol1..

Richard T & Susan M

·Anthony J& SallV M

MonisA&Bon

'~V

.Casper(S·& CarolYn M .

TimOthy R & Amanda L

Dav.id l & Susan R

1114 HE 2200 Ave

'd__ 1~NE23rd Ave. _'.__

1357' NE 23m Ave

t385. NE 2Srd' Ave

'139-1- ,m;23r.dAve

1438 NE 23rd Ave

1602 .Nt 23rd Ave

1608' NE 23rd Ave

11>44 HE 23rd Ave

1650 NE 23rd Ave

1·

2

:/.

4

2

:,. ~:

3

2

3

35080300002000

$5120200010001

35120200009000"

S512~~

35020400002001

35480100008000

35480100007000

3548010000s000-

35480100001000

35040300001001

92 Goutet "'Cindy 1670 NE 23rd Ave

t1'14. HE 23rnAve

177B·NE 23fd·Ave

,,' 1
35040300006000

3i050300003000· "



~ Street
lastMame FirstMame Address

,
Street 116 Property. # -

111 Thara'tdson 'stevenT '1"8'52 me '2:3rd Ave 2 ''35000~

, .' ~(J. M54,'~23r4A¥e 4 ,3~tOOQ":98

00- Fairley TodUc-&$het:ytA ~t04 'NE Ctemets'On Stree 3543{)2()OOt4000,

1-00- ~e 'Cwistopher-C,&-Laura-1, 21-~ .NE C1emetson-Stree 2 3i430200001ooO-,

11>1 Kon%e IGrea & Laurie 2111 HE Clemetson Stree 2 3543Q200002000

102 DegekJer Michaet &Kathy 2126 Nt: Clemetson Stree 2 .35430200011000

103 Atkinson C4avton S & Glenda l 2127 NE Clemetson Stree 2 35430200004000

11)4 'Mai'1OW ' Jermne '~Mary '21'34' flE'C1emetson:Stree 1

Wli ,~ ' SdwafdS,&,JermiferL 2mrNE~StreE ,3543Q2OOQQ5OQQ,

t~ Coburn ,Benit&- An:a:et~ 2140': NE Ctemetson StreE 2- 35430200000000-

tOl ~ MiGbael, 214-1, NE-Clemetson-Str-ee -354.30200006000-
~

11)8 Setmettbatn James & K 214£ HE Clemetson Stree S ooסס3543020000

109 'Gerszewski Daniel J & KarlA 2147 ,NE CJemetson Stres 2 35430200007000

11Q Seaver Travis 1654 USHwv2 1 "
oo2000סס353303

111 Tt'et'ter 'Gerart2'M&-Matriare'tM' 178&,'U$'t1Wy'2 '2 '3S~1)03'




